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Dating Old Welsh Houses Group

CaeÄn y Coed Uchaf, Maentwrog, Gwynedd

SH 68278 40650

Listed Building Reference 19656 (Grade II)

NPRN: 28251

PRN: 6460

Introduction

This report details the recording of the house of CaeÄn y Coed Uchaf, Maentwrog,
Gwynedd, undertaken to compliment both the dendrochronological sampling, 
undertaken by Oxford Dendrochronology Laboratory, and the documentary study 
undertaken by volunteers for the Dating Old Welsh Houses Group. The fieldwork 
took place on 25th March 2015.

Methodology

The ground floor, first floor and attic plans were made by direct measurement. 
The drawings of the timberwork were carried out by direct measurement at a 
scale of 1:20. Photographs were taken with a Nikon D80 digital SLR camera at a 
resolution of 10.2 mega pixels. Where practical all the photographs included a 
metric scale.

Survey Report

CaeÄn y Coed Uchaf is located approximately 1.8 Km east of the village of 
Maentwrog, and 900 m north of the village of Gelllilydan on the A487,overlooking 
the valley of Ceunant Llechrwd (Figures 1 and 2). The house is orientated at right 
angles to the slope with the attached barn partly cut into the hillside (Plate 1). 
The house and barn have a series of later extensions both to the east and west. 
To the east is a major extension which was originally a shippon, but has now 
been converted for domestic use. At the southern end of the complex there are 
two, smaller, extensions, that to the west contained the mechanism for a 
waterwheel, although it now is being used as a store. The main range is part of a 
small farm complex which included a range of pig sties and a separate hay barn.

The main elevation of the house faces west (Plate 2) and is constructed of 
roughly coursed stone slabs with no quoins. It has a centrally placed door with 
flanking windows on both floor. The current lower windows (Plate 3) appear to 
occupy a slightly larger opening suggesting they may be later replacements.

There is a chimney on the northern gable end and a second chimney which 
marks the division between the house and the attached barn. The roof has been 
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replaced and is now covered with a modern slate roof. Whilst now partly hidden 
by a later extension, to the west, the difference between the stonework used to 
construct the barn and that for the house would suggest that the barn is a 
secondary feature. It is constructed with much larger, irregular, stone blocks 
which are best seen in the southern gable end (Plate 4) and the eastern elevation 
(Plate 5). 

Much of the eastern elevation of the main house is now hidden by the
construction of the attached shippon and its later lean too extensions (Plate 6). 
The eastern gable end shows the development of this range (Plate 7) with the 
main shippon structure being similar to the barn whilst the extensions are 
constructed of smaller, more regularly coursed stones. There is also stone stairs 
on this gable end giving access to what was probably originally a hay loft. The 
northern elevation (Plate 8) also demonstrates that the shippon and its 
extensions are secondary features. 

Relocated within the wheel house was a stone block with the inscription ÅAG 
1767Ç which was found during the restoration of the house. It is uncertain as to 
where this block was found, however it clearly refers to a later phase of 
development of the complex. It is possible that this stone records the marriage of 
Evan Griffith of Tan y Blwch to Mary, daughter of William Anwyl, Hendremur 
which is reported to have been in 1766 (http://www.coflein.gov.uk/pdf/
DCP2013_011/)

The ground floor of the main house (Figure 4) is divided into two rooms 
separated by the entrance hall and staircase. At the southern end of the house is 
the hall which is dominated by a fireplace (Plate 10) with a large wooden 
bressumer. To the west is a set of stone stairs (Plate 11) which have now been 
truncated, but originally formed a spiral, fireplace stairs typical of Snowdonia type 
houses. On the eastern wall an original window is preserved with its wooden 
frame and mullions (Figure 5, Plate 12). The frame and mullions are of relatively 
rough construction with the mullions made of square cross section timbers set at 
an angle in the frame. There is no sign of glazing bars or slots for glass, thus this 
window was probably originally unglazed. The opening was blocked with the 
construction of the shippon. The ceiling has a transverse beam towards the 
northern end of the room which is chamfered and has relatively crude straight cut 
stops at its western end (Plates 13 and 14). The joists are cogged into this beam 
and are generally chamfered although no stops were recorded. There is a stone 
step along the eastern wall of the room and linking to the hearth (Plate 15) which 
is of uncertain function. 

The partition between the hall and the entrance hall has a marked dog-leg where 
the door is located (Plate 16). Whilst this partition appears to be a plank and 
muntin screen it is clearly been moved into its current position, particularly to the 
east of the doorway. It is likely that this re-organisation took place when the 
relatively narrow staircase was inserted into the entrance hallway. The entrance 
hallway has the impression of a cross passage, however no matching doorway 

http://www.coflein.gov.uk/pdf/
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was recorded during the restoration of the property. It is clear, however that the 
passage was narrowed when the current staircase was inserted.

The room at the northern end of the main house is assumed to have been the 
service range. The partition between the room and the entrance hallway appears
to be an original post and muntin screen (Plate 17, Figure 9). The elements of the 
plank and muntin screen are jointed into the ceiling beam (Plates 18 and 19) as 
is demonstrated where the screen has been removed to insert the doorway 
between this room and the entrance doorway and to give access to the under 
stair area. The sill for this partition has been truncated both in the doorway and to 
the east, where the access to the under stair area is located.

On the first floor (Figure 6), the walls between the landing and the rooms appears 
to be plank partitions (Plate 20). However they are nailed against the transverse 
beams and are therefore a modern interpretation of any original partition. Within 
Bedroom 1, the fireplace contains a slate structure (Plates 21 and 22). This has a 
perforated back (Plate 22) and side panels with an ogee curve and is constructed 
of slate slabs. Although this structure has signs of heat damage, it is not heavily 
soot blackened and the perforations appear to be more decorative than 
functional. Whilst this structure may have served as a fireback this is probably not 
its prime function.

The foot of the principle rafters are exposed in the bathroom (Plate 23), Bedroom 
2 (Plate 24) and Bedroom 3 (Plate 25). In all cases the foot of the trusses sit on 
short wooden plates and for Truss 2 (Figure 10) there is evidence for a missing 
tie beam below the level of the current ceiling. It is unlikely that the short wooden 
plates supporting the trusses were originally continuous thereby forming a wall 
plate.

Within Bedroom 3 there is a small, blocked, window (Figure 7, Plate 26) which 
was exposed during the restoration of the house. This has a rough wooden frame 
and a single mullion. Unlike the window on the ground floor the mullion I this 
window is set square with the frame. This window is roughly above the other 
blocked window and was probably also blocked when the shippon was added to 
the eastern side of the house. As with the ground floor window no signs of 
glazing bars or a rebate for the glass was recorded.

In the attic the two trusses are exposed. Truss 1 (Figure 9, Plate 27) is has a tie 
beam and a collar. There is also an inserted low collar only 0.5 m above the tie 
beam which supports the top of the modern plank partition. The purlins are 
trenched into the principle rafters. Where it is exposed on the upper western 
purlin this trenching has a complex structure with a secondary tenon within the 
trenched joint on the principle rafter. Truss 2 (Figure 10, Plates 28 and 29) has 
been repaired. The western principle rafter (Plate 29) is of a much smaller timber 
and there is an iron tie beam within the roof space. It is likely that the original 
wooden tie beam, the evidence for which was seen in the bedrooms below, was 
removed when the western principle rafter was replaced.



4

Dendrochronology Sampling

Oxford Dendrochronology Laboratory sampled the timbers of Caen y Coed Uchaf
in 2007. Nine samples were taken from the roof structure, the mantel beam and 
the central transverse beam. One of the joists was felled in 1576, whilst the 
central transvers beam was felled in 1578, another rafter in 1578-9 the two 
principal rafters in 1579 and a forth joist in 1593. These suggest an initial phase 
of construction in 1579 and a second phase of alteration or repair in 1593.

Conclusions

The core of the complex at CaeÄn y Coed Uchaf is a Snowdonia type house 
presumably originally constructed in 1579. It contained a stone built fireplace stair 
and was roofed with a relatively simple trusses with a collar. It is not certain 
whether there was originally a cross passage, as no evidence for a second 
doorway was recorded during the restoration (C. Heys pers. comm.), however, it 
is clear that the ground floor was divided into at least two rooms with a plank and 
muntin partition running across the house to the north of the front door. The 
southern side of any possible passage has now been lost with the insertion of the 
staircase in the possible passage. This also led to the restriction of the width of 
the entrance hallway. 

To this core, a barn was added to the south, partly cut into the hillside and 
possibly a shippon to the east. The dating of these extensions is uncertain, 
however it is possible that this corresponds with the dated inscription of 1767 
now located in the wheelhouse. This building along with the extension to the 
eastern side of the barn and to both sides of the shippon is evidence for at least a 
third phase of construction on the site. It is also likely that the divorced building of 
the site are also associated with this phase of construction. These include an 
open sided hay barn and a range of pig sties. Prior to the restoration of the house 
there was a waterwheel on the western side of the wheelhouse and a leat 
running across what is now the garden.
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Plate 1: General view of Caen y Coed Uchaf, looking east

Plate 2: Western elevation of the main house
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Plate 3: Detail of the southern ground floor window in the western elevation

Plate 4: Southern gable end of the barn
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Plate 5: Eastern elevation of the barn

Plate 6: Southern elevation of the ÅshipponÇ
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Plate 7: Eastern gable end of the ÅshipponÇ

Plate 8: Northern gable end of the main house



9

Plate 9: Inscription relocated into the ÅwheelhouseÇ

Plate 10: Fireplace in the hall
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Plate 11: Stone stairs

Plate 12: Ground floor blocked window



11

Plate 13: Southern side of the western end of the ceiling beam in the hall

Plate 14: Northern side of the western end of the ceiling beam in the hall



12

Plate 15: Stone step along the western wall of the hall

Plate 16: Partition between the hall and entrance hallway
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Plate 17: Partition between the ÅService RangeÇ and the entrance hallway

Plate 18: Socket for the partition below the doorway in the ÅService RangeÇ
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Plate 19: Socket for the partition in the ÅService RangeÇ

Plate 20: Modern plank screen on the landing
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Plate 21: Slate structure in the fireplace in Bedroom 1

Plate 22: Detail of the perforation in the slate structure



16

Plate 23: Foot of Truss 1 in the Bathroom

Plate 24: Foot of Truss 2 in Bedroom 2
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Plate 25: Foot of Truss 2 in Bedroom 3

Plate 26: Blocked window in Bedroom 3
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Plate 27: Truss 1

Plate 28: Truss 2
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Plate 29: The western principle rafter of Truss 2






















 

















 












 






 






 





 






 










 




 



 




 



 



























 



 












 



 







 






 










 






