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HENDRE GWENLLIAN: A History of the House & its Families

LLANFROTHEN, Gwynedd update 28-1-2006

NGR SH 633426 NOT LISTED

OWNERS the Wynn of Gwydir family

cl460 death of Maredudd ab Ieuan of Ystumcegid, who had inherited the Rhiwedog estate in Merioneth
through his wife. His son John ap Maredudd inherited a substantial estate in Penefed, Pennant, Llanfrothen
and Nanmor. leuan ap Robert was John ap Maredudd s first cousin once removed. He was a witness in 1519
document. (JG Jones, The Wynn Family of Gwydir, p 13; C Gresham, Eifionydd, 19-20)

cl500-1525: Maredudd ap leuan ap Robert obtained Y Gesailgyfarch & other lands in Penefed, Pennant &
Llanfrothen. (J G Jones, 1995, WFG, pl3-4) He died in 1525, having fathered around 30 children.

1525-1559: John Wynn ap Maredudd (C Gresham, 1973, Eifionydd p 89)
1552- legal documents re his land holdings in Llanfrothen & other parishes (UWB Baron Hill ms 8§, 9;
Record of Caernarvon pp 281,288-9; NEW Llanstephan ms 179B)

1559-1580: Maurrice Wynn of Gwydir
1560-80 Rental of lands from CWP No 94, Memorandum book of Maurice Wynn of Gwydir.
HENDRE GWENLLIAN rentals from NLW Wynnstay mss.
1569 p 17 Hendre wenllian in the hands of (Latin) ap (Latin)
(NLW, Llanstephan ms 179b)
1569 p 59 Hendre Wenllian: Moris Richard (NLW, Llanstephan ms 179b)
1570 pl 12 Hendre Wenllian & Alys: ditto (NLW, Llanstephan ms 179b)
1571 pl20 Hendre Wenllian etc: Moris ap Richard (NLW, Llanstephan ms 179b)

1580-1627: Morus Wynn s son, Sir John Wynn, inherited in 1580. He greatly enlarged Gwydir. 1626-
1649: The 2" son, Sir Richard Wynn, inherited the Gwydir estate on the death of old Sir John Wynn.
1649-1668: Sir Owen Wynn inherited, as his brother Sir Richard Wynn died childless.

1654 Sir Owen s son Richard Wynn married Sarah Middleton. Sir Owen Wynn granted him properties in
trust in Llanfrothen, Beddgelert Valued at £600. (JG Jones, HWF p 105)

? 1662 Hearth Tax

1668-1674: Owen s son, Sir Richard Wynn inherited.

On his death in 1674 the baronetcy passed to his cousin, Sir John Wynn of Watstay.

1680msR8/7 - John ap John ap Rees £22-6-8
1683 ms L1301 Hendrewenllian John ap Rees £22-6-8
1689 1690 ms R8 Hendregwenllian ~ John ap John ap Rees

1691 1692 1697msR9/5 1698 ms R9 ~ John ap John ap Rees £22-6-8
John ap John ap Rees

John ap John ap Rees
John ap John ap Rees £22-6-8
. John ap John ap Rees son, Robert £11-3-4



5 Issack Roberts £11-3-4

1699 ms R9 Vi John ap John ap Rees son Robert £11-3-4

Y4 Isaack Roberts £11-3-4
1700 ms R9 % John ap John ap Rees son Robert £11-3-4

14 ?John Roberts £11-3-4
1701 ms R8/6e Hendregwenllian Issack Roberts £22-6-8 + ByM. G LI
1709 ms RI 0/7 Hendre Gwenllian Isaack Roberts £22-6-8
1710 ms R10 Hendre Gwenllian Morris Isaack (son) £22-6-8
1711 ms R10 Hendre Gwenllian Morris Isaack £22-6-8
1713 ms R10 Hendre Gwenllian Morris Isaack £22-6-8
1714msRI1l Hendre Gwenllian Morris Issack £22-6-8

1717 ms Rl11/9a Hendre Gwenllian Morris Isaack
1718 ms RI 1/1 Oa Hendre Gwenllian Morris Isaac

1720 ms R26 Hendre Gwenllian Morris Isaac
1725 Morris Isaac
1729 Morris Isaac
1736 Morris Isaac
1736msR24/1 Morris Isaac
1737msR24/6 Morris Isaac+ GLI+ By M

1740 1749 Part of Gwydir estates, apparently including those in Llanffothen & Beddgelert,
were inherited by Sir Watkin Williams-Wynn I, 3" Bart of Wynnstay. (NLW Wynnstay L. 1301
includes Llanffothen, Diet Welsh Biography, pl 100; C Gresham, 1973, Eifionydd p 101)
[?inherited through his mother]

1744msR27 Hendre Gwenllian Morris Isaac

1748msR29 1749 Morris Isaac s widow
Morris Isaac s widow

1749-1789 his son, Sir Watkin Williams-Wynn II, 4" Bart of Wynnstay inherited

1750 ms R29 Hendre Gwenllian Morris Isaac s widow

1750msR30/6 Morris Isaac s widow £22-6-0 + G L1+ ByM Morris Isaac s
1751 msR29 widow

1755msR32/9 Morris Isaac s widow + G L1+ ByM

1756-7 ms R33/12 Morris Isaac s widow + G L1+ ByM

1758-9 ms R34/11

. . N N . . N
1760 ms R3 5/2 Morris Isaac s widow + G L1+ ByM Morris Isaac s widow + G

1762 ms R3 7/4 L1+ ByM Morris Isaac s widow + G L1+ ByM David Morris

1765 ms R37 _ +G L1+ ByM
1769/70 ms R40 _ David Morris David Morris David Morris David Morris

1771msR40 -
1772msR41 -
1773msR41 -

1775/6 ms R44 -

1776/7 ms R45 -
1777/8 ms R46 - David Morris widow David Morris widow David Morris widow

1778/9 ms R47 - David Morris widow



1784 ms R49/13 David Morris widow

1789-1840 son aged 17, Sir Watkin Williams-Wynn III, 5 Bart of Wyrmstay, inherited

1798 Land Tax NOT YET CONFIRMED

1789/90 ms R54 Hendre Gwenllian David Morris widow

1793 ms R56/4 David Morris widow £85-0-0 7+ GL1, ByM

1799/1800 ms R59/3 Hendrewenllian Owen Morris

1805msR61/17 Hendregwenllian Owen Morris

Sir John Wynn says the murder of the Llanfrothen parson was at Gogo yr Llechwin, being now a tenement
of mine . (Askew Robert s edition p 61)

Yr Ogog Llechwyn was sold ¢ 1806 by Sir Watkin Williams Wynn , Bart., to the late Rev Simon Hart Wynn
of the Maes y neuadd family.

Signed BEN. (UWB, Bye Gones, 1887, p 343)

1807-8 R63/7 NO REFERENCE in Wynnstay rental

In 1801/3 young Sir Watkin Williams Wynn III decided to sell outlying portions of the old Gwydir estate.
(C Gresham, 1973, Eifionydd p 102; UWB, Forth yr aur 19,710; Bye-gones 1887, p343)

1840 Llanfrothen Tithe Communtation: Owner: Sir W Wynn
No 37 Hendregwenllian, tenant William Humphrey

No 38 Ogof llechwyn Ephraim Cadwalader
No 39 Tynddol Robert Humphrey
OCCUPIERS

HENDRE GWENLLIAN rentals from NLW Wynnstay mss.
1569 p 17 Hendre wenllian in the hands of (Latin) ap (Latin)

(NLW, Llanstephan ms 179b)
1569 p 59 Hendre Wenllian: Moris Richard (NLW, Llanstephan ms 179b)
1570 pl 12 Hendre Wenllian & Alys: ditto (NLW, Llanstephan ms 179b)
1571 pl20 Hendre Wenllian etc: Moris ap Richard (NLW, Llanstephan ms 179b)

ANCESTORS of Bishop Humphrey Humphreys:
BUT WHERE DID THEY LIVE? THE HENDRE GWENLLIAN CONNECTION DOES NOT
MATCH THE KNOWN TENANTS

(from J E Grifith, 1914, Pedigrees, p 235,236 & 357)

Marchweithian Marchwystl Ystrwyth Tangno Tyfid Heilyn Llowarch Cynwrig

Cynwrig vychan (1351) Einion Tudur Dafydd Robert Tudur

Rhys ap Tudur, died 1507 = Gwerfyl, d of Ifan ap Dafydd of Festiniog

Dafydd (will proved 16 April 1558) = Elin, d of Ifan

Ifan ap Dafydd, of Ty Mawr in Penefed (1488-1563) =1. Elliw, (died pre 1558) d & h of Evan ap Howel
ap Madoc, (died 1558, buried Llanfrothen) heir of Hendre, Gelli Dywyll, Hafod y Wem & Bryn Llydan
etc and Gwenhyfer, (died 1556, buried at Llanfrothen) d of Howel Vychan. They had:

ii) Evan ap Evan of Brynllydan. Died without offspring.
i) Moris ap Evan of Ty Mawr, Penefed, & Hendre, Penrhyndeudraeth (died 1607)=



Lowry, d of Gruffydd (he died 1580) They had:

ii) William ap Morris ap Evan

iii) Jane = Humprey ap Nicholas of Penrhyn issa

iv) Catherine = John Morris ap William of Ty Fry, Llanffothen.

v) Agnes = Morris ap Howel of Hendre Sele.

But first i) Humphrey ap Morris, heir, (died 30 Oct 1643) = Lowry, d of Eliza ap David Lloyd ap
Gruffydd Vychan (ap Evan ap Robert of Gesail Gyfarch) (bapt 1586 died 1645). They had: Maurice,
William, John, Catherine, Maurice, Rowland or Robert, Hugh, Sarah, Jane = Rowland Hughes, Cacau
Gwynion, AND FIRST

i) Richard Humphreys, Hendregwenllian (1620-1699), he was an officer in the Royal Army from the
beginning of the Civil War; in 1647 =1. Margaret Wynn, (1618-1679). d of John Wynn of Gesail Gyfarch.
They had Catherine, 1%t wife of John Ellis, Rector of Llanbedr y Cennin (died 1735) who had 3 children;
and

HUMPHREY HUMPREYS (1648-1712), BISHOP of Bangor 1689-1702 & afterwards of Hereford =
Elizabeth, (died 1683/4). d of Robert Morgan, Bishop of Bangor. They had Ann (died 1699) & Margaret
(1684-1759)

Humphrey Humphreys

He was bom on 24" November 1648, the eldest son of Richard Humphreys of Llanffothen and Margaret
Wynn of Gesail Gyfarch. He had a younger brother and sister. He was given a good education at Oswestry,
probably under his mother s uncle, and at Bangor (Friars), whence he went to Jesus College, Oxford, where
he graduated B.A. in 1669, gaining his M.A. degree in 1672 at the age of twenty-four. He was elected Fellow
in 1672-3, B.D. in 1679 and D.D. in 1682. He was ordained (by a faculty) deacon and priest on 12%
November 1670 by Bishop Robert Morgan in Bangor Cathedral and was, on the same day, collated and
instituted to the rectory of Llanfrothen [and thus of Beddgelert]. His other benefices were Trawsfynydd
in 1672, Criccieth in 1677, and Llaniestyn in Lleyn in 1680, and Hope (a sinecure) in 1689. He was installed
Dean of Bangor on 16 December 1680. In 1681 he married Elizabeth, daughter of Robert Morgan of Henbias,
Anglesey, bishop of Bangor 1666-1673. His wife died in 1683 giving birth to their second daughter. In 1685
when he was thirty-seven years old, his uncle, Robert Wynn, died without issue and left Gesail Gyfarch, in
Penmorfa, Caernarfonshire, and its estate to him.

Four years later he was consecrated Bishop of Bangor 30" June 1689, and, much against his desire, was
translated to Hereford 2" December 1701, where he died aged 63 on 20" November 1712 and was buried at
that cathedral.

Bishop Humphreys s episcopate was one of marked activity, and even after his translation to Hereford, his
interest in his native country did not lessen, although ill-health darkened his latter years. When dean of
Bangor he improved the organisation of the diocese, rebuilt the deanery, and joined bishop Lloyd in an effort
to win back the Dissenters to the Church. In 1690 he issued visitation queries in Welsh to find out the state
of the diocese. He was a leading supporter of S.P.C.K. in north Wales and in a letter to the clergy he exhorts
them to hold monthly meetings and to make themselves wholesome examples and patterns to the flock . He
was an ardent Welshman antiquarian genealogist and man of letters.

From 1689 the Act of Toleration enabled non-conformists to build chapels, secure licenses for the preachers
and buildings, and to cultivate their religious convictions.

His father was Richard Humphreys of Hendregwenllian, Penrhyndeudraeth, was baptised on 19%
January 1620, and died on 19" February 1699. He was an officer in the Royal Army from the beginning of
the Civil War. On 29 October 1647 he married his first wife Margaret, daughter



of John Wynn of Gesail Gyfarch, who was bom on 5" December 1618 and died on 18 May 1679. Humphrey
s brother John and sister Catherine died without issue.

(C A Gresham, 1973, Eifionydd, p 96-97; J E Griffith, 1914, Pedigrees of Anglesey and Carnarvonshire
families, p 235,236; Dictionary of Welsh Biography, 1959, p395; D Walker, ed., 1990, A History of the
Church in Wales, p 109)

A painting of Bishop Humphreys by an unknown artist, from a contemporary copy, is displayed in Bangor
Museum. (Copied in A H Dodd, 1968, A History of Caernarfonshire 1284-1900, plate XII)
Pewter plate gifted to the church of Llanfrothen by Richard Humphreys and dated 1697 and 1698 is currently

at Beddgelert.

Who lived at Hendregwenllian from the death of Richard Humphrey in 1699 to whenever Robert Morris
became the tenant? Maybe Bishop Humphreys unmarried brother John lived there after his father s death.

1680msR8/7 - John ap John ap Rees £22-6-8
1683 ms L1301 Hendrewenllian John ap Rees £22-6-8

1689 1690 ms R8 Hendregwenllian John ap John ap Rees
1691 1692 1697msR9/5 John ap John ap Rees £22-6-8
John ap John ap Rees

John ap John ap Rees
John ap John ap Rees £22-6-8

TCGriffith2[122] & [73] ANCESTORS of Parc & Caeglas family:

Robert ap leuan = Elizabeth verch Lewis ap leuan, Pengwern

Son, Morris ap Robert, Hafod Ysbyty

Son, Robert ap Morris, yeoman, Ffestiniog died!665F will = Catherine John [78], living 1665 Isaac ay
Robert Morris. Wem & Parc, (d 1718) married Gwen Jones, of the family of Edmund Prys (living 1734).
LR. /Gl (Llanfrothen MI C01) had 9 children.

1698 ms R9 Vi John ap John ap Rees son, Robert £11-3-4
'/2 Issack Roberts '/2 £11-3-4
1699 ms R9 John ap John ap Rees Yi son Robert £11-3-4
Isaack Roberts Y2 John ap £11-3-4
1700 ms R9 John ap Rees son Robert £11-3-4
/2 ?John Roberts £11-3-4
1701 ms R8/6e Hendregwenllian Issack Roberts Isaack  £22-6-8 + ByM. G LI
1709 ms RI 0/7 Hendre Gwenllian Roberts Morris £22-6-8

1710 ms R10  Hendre Gwenllian Isaack (son) Morris £22-6-8
1711 ms R10 Hendre Gwenllian Isaack Morris Isaack £22-6-8
1713 ms R10  Hendre Gwenllian Morris Issack Morris ~ £22-0-8
1714ms RI' 1  Hendre Gwenllian Isaack £22-6-8

1717 ms Rl11/9a Hendre Gwenllian
1718 ms RI 1/10a HendreGwenllian Morris Isaac

1720 ms R26 Hendre Gwenllian Morris Isaac

1725 Morrislsaac

1729 Morrislsaac

1736 MorrisIsaac

1736msR24/1 Morrislsaac

1737msR24/6 Moms Isaac+ GLI+ By M

1740 1749 Part of Gwydir estates, apparently including those in Llanfrothen & Beddgelert,
were inherited by Sir Watkin Williams-Wynn I, 3" Bart of Wynnstay. (NLW Wynnstay L. 1301
includes Llanfrothen, Diet Welsh Biography, pl 100; C Gresham, 1973, Eifionydd p 101) [?inherited



through his mother] 1744msR27 Hendre Gwenllian Morris Isaac
Morris Isaac s widow
Morris Isaac s widow

1748 ms R29
1749

1749-1789 his son, Sir Watkin Williams-Wynn II, 4" Bart of Wynnstay inherited

1750msR29 Hendre Gwenllian

Morris Isaac s widow

1750msR30/6 Morris Isaac s widow  £22-6-0 + G L1+ ByM
1751 msR29 Morris Isaac s widow

1755 ms R32/9 Morris Isaac s widow + G L1+ ByM
1756-7 ms R33/12 Morris Isaac s widow + G L1+ ByM
1758-9 ms R34/11 Morris Isaac s widow + G L1+ ByM
1760msR35/2 Morris Isaac s widow + G L1+ ByM
1762 ms R3 7/4 Morris Isaac s widow + G L1+ ByM
1765 ms R3 7 David Morris + G L1+ ByM
1769/70 ms R40 David Morris

1771 msR40 David Morris

1772msR41 - David Morris

1773msR41 - David Morris

1775/6 ms R44 - David Morris widow

1776/7 ms R45 - David Morris widow

1777/8 ms R46 - David Morris widow

1778/9 ms R47 David Morris widow

1784 ms R49/13 i David Morris widow

1789-1840 son aged 17, Sir Watkin Williams-Wynn III, 5% Bart of Wynnstay, inherited

1798 Land Tax NOT YET CONFIRMED 1789/90 ms R54 Hendre Gwenllian David Morris widow
1793 ms R56/4 David Morris widow £85-0-0 7+ GL1, ByM

1799/1800 ms R59/3 Hendrewenllian Owen Morris

1805msR61/17 Hendregwenllian Owen Morris 1748 death of Robert Morris, aged 65
years, of Hendregwenllian & Maesgwrllyn. He had married Jane Isaac, one of 9 children of Isaac ap
Robert Morris who died 1718, (LF records) of Wem & Parc, Llanfrothen.

They had Isaac in 1723 & Gwen in 1730. (TCGriffith2 [122]).

Another of Isaac ap Robert Morris children was Morris Isaac (farmer) of Hafod Talog (16811748 (LF)
(TCG2xxvi will1777), Hendregwenllian = Alice Davies, Erwsuran. They had 9 children including
+David Morris Isaac (1710-1776) Hendregwenllian, yeoman = *Jonet Hughes. They had 10 children
including #Sioned Morris who married John Thomas, Havodgargog (bapt 1773); and =Owen Morris,
farmer, (1772-7) 1757 Aug 15: baptism of Maurice Isaac, son of +David Maurice, Hendre & * Janet his
wife. (Llanfrothen [LF] records)

1759 Jan 5: bapt Alice, daughter of David Maurice, Hendregwenllian & Janet his wife.

(Llanfrothen [LF] records)

1760 Apr: baptism of Thomas, son of David Maurice, Hendregwenllian & Janet his wife.
(Llanfrothen [LF] records)

1763 Sept 12: baptism of William, son of David Maurice, Hendregwenllian, farmer, & Janet his wife.
(Llanfrothen [LF] records)

1763 Dec 7: burial of William, son of David Maurice, Hendregwenllian, infant. (Llanfrothen

[LF] records)

1764 Dec 4: bapt of Margaret, daughter of David Maurice, Hendre, & Janet his wife. (LF records)
1766 Oct 14: baptism of Edward, son of David Maurice, Hendregwenllian, farmer, & Margaret his wife.
(Llanfrothen [LF] records)

1768 Mar 4: bapt of John Isaac, son of David Morris, Hendregwenllian, yeoman & Jonet his wife. (LF



records)

1768 Jun 14: burial of Jonet Hughes, Hendregwenllian, aged 32. (LF records)

1771 Oct 11: baptism of ~Jonett, daughter of David Maurice, Hendregwenllian, farmer, & Jonet his wife.
(Llanfrothen [LF] records)

1772 Oct 27: baptism of =0wen, son of David Maurice, Hendregwenllian, yeoman, & Janet his wife.
(Llanfrothen [LF] records)

1774 Fed 25: baptism of Elizabeth, daughter of David Maurice, Hendregwenllian, yeoman, & Janet his
wife. (Llanfrothen [LF] records)

1776 Jan 12: baptism of Anne, daughter of David Maurice, Hendregwenllian, farmer, & Janet his wife.
(Llanfrothen [LF] records)

=0wen Morris, farmer, (1772-?) in 1798= Jane Jones, Llanfrothen. They had 10 children including Ann
(bapt 1798) = Griffith (Roberts), Llanllyfiii, bapt 1785) bone setter. (TCGriffithl [7] & TCGriffith2 [42])
Jennett, another d of Owen Morris, Hendregwenllian in 1821= John Roberts, Cae r gors & Llanfrothen
(cipar) (bapt 1793). They had 8 children. (TCGriffithl [6]).

She also had Mary Jones, Llys (1819-1862) by Thomas Jones, 91789-1853) gent, Ynysfor.
(TCGriffith2[5].

1798 June 16: bapt of Jonett, daughter of Owen Morris, Hendregwenllian, farmer & Jane his wife.
(Llanfrothen LF records)

1799 Aug 28: bapt of David, son of Owen Morris, Hendregwenllian, farmer & Jane his wife.
(Llanfrothen LF records)

1800 Aug 10: bapt of Ann, daughter of Owen Morris, Hendregwenllian, farmer & Jane his wife.
(Llanfrothen LF records)

1800 Sept 24: bapt of Griffith, base child of Ann Morris, Hendregwenllian, spinster. (LF records)

1802 Mar 12: bapt of John, son of Owen Morris, Hendregwenllian, farmer & Jane his wife.

(Llanfrothen LF records)

(Records then hard to read)

OWEN FAMILY

Thomas Owen (1786-1862) Craflwyn & Hendregwenllian in 1810= Gwen Jones (1786-?)
Craflwyn. They had 7 children including

Pyrs Owen, Hendregwenllian (1822-1860 of typhus) and

John Owen (1814-1870) Hendregwenllian = Elin Owen, Dinas Eifion, Llanfrothen, They had 3 girls
including

Elizabeth Owen (1860-1928), Hendregwenllian in 1886 = William Pierce (1862-1908) Ceth-nen

& Ffridd uchaf. They had 7 children including Jane Owen = John Evans, (bapt 1860-?) Llennyrch, who had
3 children including

Gwen Ellin Evans, Hendregwenllian family = William Morris, Plas y Bont. They had no children.
(TCGriffithl [4], [13], [16] & [17]).

1841 census not seen

1849 Nov 28: death of Owen Morris, formerly of Hendregwenllian, aged 77 yrs. (Ramoth MI 097)

1851 census

1861 census

1861 Nov 18: death of Thomas Owen, Hendregwenllian, aged 75 yrs. Many years a deacon in this church



(Ramoth MI 013)

1866 Apr 10: death of Jane Morris, widow of Owen Morris, aged 95 yrs. (Ramoth MI 097)

1869 Aug 13: death of John Owens, Hendregwenllian, aged 55 yrs, leaving a widow & three children.
(Ramoth MI 192)

1871 census
1873 May 5: death Gwen, wife of Thomas Owen, Hendregwenllian, aged 86 yrs. (Ramoth MI 191)
1881 census

1891 census

1892 Feb 12: death of Pierce Owen, Hendregwenllian, aged 71 yrs. (Ramoth MI 191)
1897 Feb 2: death of Ellen, widow of John Owen, Hendregwenllian aged 79 yrs. (Ramoth MI 192)

1901 census
1910 Land Tax
1911 census

1917 March 26: death at Chelsea of Driver J O Evans, A.S.C.M.T., wounded on the Somme, son of John
& Jane Evans, ?Hendre Gwenllian, aged 25 yrs. (Ramoth MI 190)
1933 Feb 15: death of John Evans, aged 73 yrs. (Ramoth MI 190)
1941 Sep 24: death of Jane Evans, aged 78 yrs. (Ramoth MI 190)

House deeds
Local memories

Church / chapel records

Researched by Margaret Dunn ©





