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North West Wales Dendrochronology Project

Llawr-dref, Llangian

Introduction

This report contains the results of a survey undertaken to complement the proposed
dating of timbers at Liawr-dref, Llangian, as part of the North West Wales
Dendrochronology Project. The survey was undertaken on 11 December 2009 by
Adam Voelcker. Documentary research will be undertaken by volunteers to

accompany this survey, and separate reports will be issued describing the results of
the documentary survey and of the dendrochronology sampling.

Site particulars

Site address
Llawr-dref, Llangian, Pwllheli, Gwynedd LL53 7LT

Present owner
Dr Owen 01758 612782

NGR

SH 28902874

Sources of information (architectural)

RCAHMW Caernarvonshire, vol.3 (1964) p.61 and Plates 47, 52 & 59 (attached)
RCAHMW Coflein database, NPRN 26715

Cadw listing description, Record No. 19625 (1998) (attached)

Peter Smith, Houses of the Welsh Countryside (1981), distribution maps

p.413 windbraces

p.417 truss cusping

p.437 house Type A

p.474 fireplace stair

p.492 post-and-panel partition

p.503 enriched doorhead



ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

This information supplements the RCAHMW and Cadw descriptions. Cadw was
unable to inspect the roof-space; RCAHMW could, but not in detail.

The inspection confirms that there are three oak trusses in the roof space, two with
ornate cusping at and above collar level (Trusses 2 & 3) and one with a plain
cambered collar without cusping (Truss 1). However, there are no wind-braces nor
is there any evidence of any, for instance mortises in the purlins or trusses (this is
contrary to Peter Smith’s distribution map). Nor are there any holes for partition
uprights in the collar and principals of the plain truss (Truss 1) - these might have
been expected here, though not in the other two trusses.

The original oak purlins survive but have been cut off in line with the C19 truss
south of Truss 3. Modern purlins have been inserted above the oak ones, to re-
align the roof to a regular line and to carry the modem slated roof. It is not clear why
the south gable of the house has been rebuilt (probably in the C19) and a new
softwood truss inserted.

The remainder of the Cadw description appears to be accurate, but it omits (as
does the RCAHMW description) the possible blocked window to the top of the
former staircase, in the north gable. The high position of this window is unusual so it
is possible that it is not original but was perhaps formed when the stonework above
the former mural stair was removed. Stubs of stone projecting radially from the
external north wall, in line with the window, give the superficial appearance that the
stair might have once continued up to the roof-space, but this would be unusual and
the stone stubs are more likely to be the ends of the stones forming the ‘ceiling’
above the mural stair. The most likely function of the window was to light the attic
space when it was used for accommodation by servants or farm-hands (there are
scraps of wall-paper evident on the south gable).

The RCAHMW states that there are no stops to the ground floor beams, but one
does survive, on the south side of the main beam at its western end (in passage).
The stop on the north side is less clear.

There is a minor error in the RCAHMW ground floor plan - the recess in the south
room should be shown in the east, not the west, wall.
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{1613) LLANGIAN

' The vame presumaliy derives from an earthwork, The nearest
known I Na. 1378 w Hanbedrog pacish, 2 Hitde over a wile to the
M.MNE, bot a M5, of 1871 (Areh. Camb,, 903, p. 253} meations 'a
circular British camup in the candhulls on the far of Casteifmarclt’.

* Wynn Papers, No. 1364; o No. 644, dated 1614, and Dwnn, H,
poo1rp, visitation dated 1396, as evidence for the previows house
Sir William Joues {1566-1646) was Chiof Tustice 1o the King's Bewch
i lredand, 1617-20, Judge of the Ring's Bench of England, 162440
Flis son Griffith jones was kidnapped by a landing party fom a
Royalist frigate while be was at Casellmarch, and the house was
plisdered; see Cal. S.P. Donr, 104950, For both see Caitfich, Pol,
po191; AL Dodd, Stedres i Staart Wales {Cacdifl, 052), pp 92,
130, 139, 173

3 Sugeested by Marold Hughes, At Camb,, 1926, p goa.

Y dedh, Cansh., 1038, p. 2150

* Hyde Hall, p. 291, )

* For Bhiys ap Tewdwr, the mdepted border emittesd, of, tablet to
Margaret, wife of William Jones of Castelimarch, 160y, st Beaumaris
Church, Angleey Tnv., p. 6b; this and the other shidds dewote his or
bits ancestors’ marriages.

® By companson wath his fint wife’s tablet, see preceding n., the
secomd quartering should stand for ks second wite, nér Powis, of
Abingtan, wee Griffich, ¥, p. 193, Netther bers nor chewhere inthe
howe do the arms of Meirion Goch with chevrom agree with these
which m 1596 wete recorded here by Dwaon, U g, 117, without
chevrans Y. W, Lloyd, Flistory of Powyps Fadog, VL pp. 22-1.

Condition: good.

SH 31442072 15V 35S 45 NV

{1614) Liawn-brer {Fig, 79, Plstes 47, 52, su), twastoreyed
house probably of the 16th conrury. It is built of rubble and
roofed with small slates; the 8. g;ﬁ}ic and bodh chimueys bave
been rebunle, but the roof and plan-chunfered caves course
appeat to be onginal. Sonie of the internal arrangenients have
been alteeed and the origmal srone starr lias been removed.
Nothing is known of the carly history of this house; the name
has been transfiired to 3 rgdh-censury house nearby.

LLAWR-DREF

B B2 raven
I 19 y: Ed mopeen
1] £} LANGIAN 1614

- p— " = - M,

The present dovrway, 3 B 3 ins. wide and sct offcentee,
has a depressed pounted arch. It is cerramly an carly opening,
probably original, but the stones used are generally smaller
than those i the blocked W. doorway. The windows on
this E. front have all been altered, but diat on the grovnd foor
to N. of the door occupies an original openmg. The two most
southerly date from the rebuilding of the S, gable in the roth
century. Durmg the course of this work much of the original
fenestration i the W. wall was also destroyed, but two small

[
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{(1615) 1LANGIAN

phin windows romain, onby 1+ £ 6 s, sspare. The W
doorway (Plie 52, 2 1t 7 05, wide, s opposte the present
entrance; it has been blocked, leaving only @ small windaow,

The lower part of the N, gable has been masked by the
addision of 4 small oth-century kitchen, but the upper pare
of the wall contains teaces of a snnall window which once lit
thie stair. The quoins are large and well buile; the copings and
the rongh kneclers appear to be onginal.

“Phe suner jambs of the E. doorway are widely spdayed and
retan one of the old door crooks in the S. Jamb; the head 1
tintelled.

The miterior has been altered, and all the present rooms are
modern, but part of the original moulded pose-and-panel
screen retnains st S, of the entrance passage. It contains two
doorways with shaped beads, one to the W. {Plate s0) and the
other, blocked, near the contre, The principal room o che
ground Hoor has i original ceiling-beams, with 2 well formed
vavette and dovhle ovolo mould of thizabethen cype; the

Joists Jave a smplified version of the same mould, Al bick

staps. The fiveplace-beam s similar, with plain stops. Traces
remain W, of the fireplace of a stone sy, which was re-
moved to give acaess to the added kischen.

The root i coiled and the woodwork conld not be examined
closely. The 5. truss 1s modern, but the design of the other
three suggests that they sy be earlier than the building,
perbps from a medieval howse on or near thos siee. All the
roof woedwerk s of cxcellene workmaushup. The fust or N
truss huas enly a plam cambered or even aanked collar. The
second has a very slightly cambered collar with two cusped
struts forming a central octofol flanked by sexfoils. The third
has die same arrangement of stons but has well-formed arcbed
braces beneath die collar. It was smpossible to reach the truses
to determums whether wind-braces had been vsed, but nanc
HOW CXist,

Condition: fur, now abandoned.

537 28002874 24 Vi §h 44 N.E.

{1615) Namsoron {Plate 56}, a howse of two and theee
storcys built berween ai. 3800 and cr. 1840, The walls are
ashlur-buile: dhe roofs are slate~covered.

«The Bdwards family, who adopted their surname by the
muddle of the 17th century, had been associared with dhis site,
Nanhoron-uchaf, for some generations already.! At the back
of the present howse are two resct dating tibles mseribed
() 177 ERAL G ERD 1756, which comse from an calier
haouse, no doubt diat shown aboot 5o yds, to the E on an
cstate-map of 1777-82 The peried during which the present
house was under constraction 15 known approximacely from a
volume of drawings dated 1706, and sgned J. B. Salop,?
which inchude a plan differing only slightly from that of the
present house, and from two other drawings {on paper
water-marked 1832) made by ¥, Walsh, both more accurate
in proporoon, which nxlude the large N wing of three
storeys. This wang bears 1 tablet inscribed: LLERM.?

Exteraally the house 15 plamn, eacept for a didicare cast-iron
veramhaly along the frone, but internally it contains work
that for this region 15 of relatively high quality. Especially



Llangian (1614, p. 61b), Liﬁwr—drei',
screen doorway. 16th-century,

east (front) elevation RCAHMW 1958




Authority Gwynedd Record No 19625
DateListed 01/04/1998

Conmmunity Llagengan

Locality Llangian Grid Ref 228900 328740
Postcode LL53 7LU Grade II

Name Llawr-dref

Location

Situated W of Llangian, reached by track joining Llanengan road opposite Bont Newydd, some 600m S
of Llangian.

History

Late C16 to early C17 house, altered in C19. It is to be distinguished from another farmhouse of the
same name in the same parish 1 km further W, sometimes called Llawr-y-dref, which may have been
built to replace this house in the earlier C19. Marked on 1839 Tithe Map as owned by the Vaynol estate,
occupied by Henry Griffiths.

Exterior

Farmhouse, pebbledashed rubble stone with slate close-eaved roof and rebuilt stone end stacks. Tall two-
storey front irregularly fenestrated. First floor has smallish C19 4-pane plate glass sashes left and right
of centre and a large 4-pane sash to left. Ground floor has C20 door slightly left of centre and C20
plastic window each side, not evenly spaced nor aligned with upper windows. Left end has 4-pane sash
each floor, set to left. Right end has single storey addition with tall rendered stack on stone base at N
end. One door and C20 window.

Interior

Said in 1964 to have had omate open roof with 2 cusped roof trusses not visible now. The right half is
the C16 part, up to just right of the door. 2 heavy moulded beams with hollow and round mouldings and
scratch-moulded joists. Fireplace beam is similarly moulded, cambered, with run-out stops. There was a
stone stair to left of the fireplace, now gone. Left of the present stairs, the remains of a moulded post
and panel partition. C19 stairs and pine beam in left ground floor room. One of the 2 enriched door-
heads mentioned in 1981 remains. The front door is arched within but the S door jamb noted in 1964 is

not visible,

Listed
A farmhouse with surviving early timberwork possibly of the C16,

Reference

RCAHM, Caemarvonshire, 3, 1964, p61;
P Smith, Houses of the Welsh Countryside, 1981, pp413, 417, 437, 474, 492, 503,
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Fig2 Elevations of trusses
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Fig 5 Details of oak partition
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Plate 2 West elevation




Plate 3 Truss 1 (viewed from so




Plate 5 Trusses 2 & 3 (viewed from north - Truss 2 in foreground
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Plate 6 Trusses 2 & 3 (viewed from north - Truss-2 |n foreg round :
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Plate 8 Truss 3 (viewed from north
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Plate 10 Partition (part of blocked doorhead
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Plate 13 Stop to main b

égrﬁ (west end, south side)
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Plate 15 Stop at east end of bressummer




