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North West Wales Dendrochronology Project

Ty Mawr, Criccieth (Gwynedd)
Introduction

This report contains the results of a survey undertaken to complement the proposed
dating of timbers at T§ Mawr, Castle Street, Criccieth, as part of the North West
Wales Dendrochronology Project. The survey was undertaken on 22 February 2010
by Adam Voelcker. Documentary research will be undertaken by volunteers to
accompany this survey, and separate reports will be issued describing the results of
_the documentary survey and of the dendrochronology sampling.

Site particulars

Site address
Ty Mawr, Castle Street, Criccieth, Gwynedd LL52 ODP

NGR
SH 25004 33785

NPRN
16621

Listing status
Grade |l

Methodology
The cross-sections have been drawn by hand and are based on approximate site
measurements and photographs taken on site during the inspection.
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(872) cricaeTH

Besides the stratified objects already mentioned, other small
finds dating from the 13th- and 14th-century occupation, but
largely unsteatified, include: a silver coin of the Chaprer of
Cambrai (1206-1300); objects of bronze and iron such as
harness fictings, keys, tools and numerous iron arrow-heads
{mosdy from the filling of the Leyburn and Cistern towers);
a lead ingot with heraldic stamips; rotary stone querms, and
architectural mouldings in grit and sandstone.2? They are in
the Nacional Nuseum of Wales at Carditf.

| See the lustorical, architectural and archaeclugical account by the
then Tnspector of Ancient Monuutents for Wales, the fare B.H. St
}. O’Neil, ‘Cricieth Castle, Caernarvonshire’, Areh. Camb., 1044,
pp. 1-51; for comparable costles, see pp. 33, 37, 9. The castle was
previously measured and described by Harold Hughes, see Arclt. Camb.,
1905, pp. 200-10,

2 Beut y Tywysogyor, Rolls Series, p. 337 ed. Thomas Jones, Cacditf,
1952, p. F04: 1955, pp. 235-7- Myv. Arch. p. 265 (Ode of Einion ap
Madog). Hist. Wales, p. 603, Whether it could have been the manor
called Crokein where William de DBraose was exeeured by Llywelyn
the Cireat in 1230 13 doubtful, skthough o similar spelling is oftun vsed
for Cricieth in English royal documents of the tate 13¢h and cacly 19th
centuties, Cal. A, Corr, . 373 Hist. Wales, p. 6785 O'Neil, p. 2.

3 Annales Cambrize, p. 97.

4 Caf, Anc. Corr., pp. 923

5 Bipilding accounts of 1282-92 quoted by J. €. Edwards, “Edward I's
castle-building in Wales” (Proc. Brit. Aaad., KX XD, pp. 20, 62; O'Neil,
pp- 4-3; text of Pipe Rollin B.B.C 5., XIV, pp. 238-9, 305, 310 Absc
chamberkin's account, P.R.O.E. 1014869, approach yoad improvi
hall, ctc. repatred in 1296 {ex inf. A. J. Taylor); Pipe Rollin BB.CS.,
XV, p. 133, repair and lmprovement of buildings, “domorum’, in
1336-3301; Min, Acct, 31211 Iz, d., L p. 269, amall works iu 13045,

6 Accounts printed by O'Neil, p. 48, Append, 1L IV.

7 Printed by the samez, p. 49, Append. Vi

5 Acconuts in O'Neil, Append. %{ IX, abso P.R.O. Min, Accs,
1215/ of 1z-13 Ric. T, 1213/2 of 13 Ric, 1, the former including
pontim (2 gangway).

9 O'Neil, pp. 4. 10 Lol of Garrison c.a. 1205, m BB.CS. ML p
150,

16 OFNeil, pp. To-11, correction on p. 258 After Lewis, Medieval
Boroughs, quoting Man. Acc. 12167 from Chamberlin of N Wales
on pay claimed by the constable, appareualy the Jast to hald ofbce.

11 (3"Neil, pp. 20-1. Mr. E. M. Jope states in in. that in 1939 he
discovered medieval pottery beneath the lower bank, so disproving
O'Neil's theory that this bank belunged 1o an Early lvan Age pro-
montory fort.

12 O'Nedl, pp. 1230,

13 Now in the Mational Muscwm of Wales at Carcaif, Naos. 38558,
38.635/2.

t4 Ref. n. 5 above.

15 OFNeil, p. 19, CF Conway, No. 183 in Cuerns Iup., Vol L
Caernarvon, No, 1104,

16 O'Nedl, e 9. The rest of this description follows the same ordet
as hus, pp. 21-38. 3

17 O'Neil, p. 38, Phic VI, 35 p. 44, Pae ¥V, 4 respectively. For a
siinilag enamelled Agnee, sce also Loodon Mumseum, Medicval Catalogue,
p. 288, Plate LXXKY, 2.

18 O'Neil, p. 44 and Fig. 6.

19 O Nedl, pp. 43-6, Fgs. 6-8.

20 (Neil, list on pp. 38-46 with Figs., alio Plates VI, VIL-X.

Condition: in guardianship of the Ministry of Wotks.

sH 49953765 1938~-53 34 S.W.

SECULAR BUILDINGS

{873) Ti-mawn, No. 12 Castle Sereet, formerly the “Castle
Inn’ {Fig. 52, Plates 61, 67);! two-storeyed house with cellars,
built of igoeous rock and shte rubble, the roof covered with
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FIG. 52

naodern shites. The house dates probably from the second half
of the 16th century, having always had a large and 2 small
room on both floors, placed alternately, The only major
seructural alteration, the insertion of a fireplace in the smaller
ground-floor room, ook plice probably in the 18th centuzy,
causing the parcial blocking of the original gable-end window
and the inscerion of 2 compensatory one in the front wall,
i sill curring the voussoirs of the external doorway 1o the
cellar. At the same time perhaps the ground floor was towered
dlightly, and the stone stair to the S. of the W. fireplace was
remoyved and repliced by the present central staircase to the
furst oor.

The windows of the main, N. front have 1gth-century
sashes in openings mosidy altered in the previous century. The
front doorway (Plate 67) and thac to the cellar partly hidden by
the raised road level both have segmental arches formed of
rough thin voussoirs. The rear windows have been altered
also, and a doorway and porch added. The W. gable is
masked by an aburring cottage, which was reached by an
inserted doorway, now blocked. At the E, gable the first-foor
chimney is corbelled out; the stack is original, square and squat,

On the ground floor only the W. cross beam is original, and
the post-and-panel partition has been pardy rebuile. The cellar
was formerly entered by the doorway in the front wall which
was later adapred as a window and finally blocked; from the
inside it is still reached by stone steps from the larger reom. 1t
contains not only the base of the inserted E. fireplace but also
a large mass of masonry beneath the present wooden staircase.
On the first floor the W. room has 2 mural cupboard ar the
S.W. with & curved back, marking the position of the old
stane staic from the ground floor, the projection of which can
be scen externally above the roof of the adjacent cottage
though not ac ground level. The roof of three bays has been
sepaired and is now open throughout, alchough at one time
it was pardly ceiled. The E. truss is of arch-braced collar-beam
type, evidendy intended to be free; the W. truss has 2 plain
collar and posts and was wastlefilled. The few wind braces
which remain are small with a single cusp, probably not earlier
than mid-16th-century.

1+ Or T9-lawr, as against the old Tg-mawr nearly opposite and 2
livtle above, now rebult as shops, ex. inf. Mr. Gwilym H. Williams of
Criceth; o, Griffith, Ped, p. 156 .

Condition: good.

SH 30043785 34 S.W.
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Authority Gwynedd Record No 15349
DateListed 02/08/1949

Community Criceieth Date Amended  12/12/1994
Locality Grid Ref 250050 373870
Grade II
‘Name TV MAWR, §FF{)RDD CASTELL (CASTLE S'I‘REET) (SE SIDE)
Exterior
Previously listed as No 2 Castle Street (Old Castle P.H.}. o

In a continuously built-up terrace, opposite and above the junction with Tanygrisiau Terrace.

History: A late C16 bouse, with later alterations including insertion of windows at some time in the C18
and remodelling of internal layout to create a central stair hall. At one time in use as a public house.

Exterior: Roughly coursed boulder stones and slate rubble, with recent slate roof. End wall stacks, that
1o left corbelled out at first floor level. 2 storeys, 3 window range, with entrance towards cenire. Steep
voussoir arched head to doorway, which is flanked by 16-pane sash windows with flat liniels. The 3
upper windows are similar, and align with the lower openings. Cellar opening (formerly a doorway) cut
by left hand window, has steep voussoir arched head, similar to that of main doorway.

Tnterior: The house originally had an inside cross-passage plan, and the opposed entrances of this
survive, together with the heavy post and panel partition wall, now separating the living room from the
stairway. The original layout had a large and a small room on each floor, placed alternatively. The
present internal layout is in part the result of later changes, and especially the inseriion of a central
staircase (perhaps in the late C18). The fireplace the present living room is probably a C18 insertian,
the earlier fireplace in the W room bas been blocked, and the original staircase alongside 1t largely
removed. A 3-bay roof with arch-braced collar beam and cusped wind braces to one russ is recorded by

RCAHM.

An important example of an early storeyed vernacular building in the centre of the town which has
retained many of its original features.

Reference: Royal Commission on Ancient and Historical Monuments in Wales, An Inventory of the
Ancient Monuments of Cacrnarvenshire, Vol I, 1960, P.62;.
Peter Smith, Houses of the Welsh Countryside, 1988, pp. 437,413, 417, 491, 511,
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TRUSS 1 (E face)

CROSS-SECTION AA
Ty Mawr, Criccieth
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TRUSS 2 (W face)

mortises and cut-outs
for raking wind-braces

holes in underside, )
for infill staves
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CROSS-SECTION BB
Ty Mawr, Criccieth
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Plate 1 Trusé 1 (E face)

Plate 2 Surviving wind-brace on Truss 1 (E face, N end)
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Plate 3 Truss 2 (W face

Plate 4

Truss 2 (slots and cut-outs for wind-braces)
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Plate 5 corbelled chimney at E gable




