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Introduction
This report details the recording of the Paradwys, Clocaenog, Denbighshire,
undertaken to compliment both the dendrochronological sampling, undertaken by
Oxford Dendrochronology Laboratory (Bridge and Miles 2014, and the
documentary study undertaken by volunteers for the North Wales
Dendrochronology Project. The fieldwork took place on 5th February 2015.
Methodology
The ground floor and first floor plans were made by direct measurement. The
drawings of the timberwork were carried out by direct measurement at a scale of
1:20. Photographs were taken with a Nikon D80 digital SLR camera at a
resolution of 10.2 mega pixels. Where practical all the photographs included a
metric scale.
Survey Report
Paradwys lies on the southern side of the village of Clocaenog, Denbighshire
(Figure 1) at the junction between the road from Clocaenog to Clawdd-Newydd
and the road to Tal Borth.
The external appearance of Paradwys is somewhat deceptive. The front
elevation (Plate 1) would appear to be a short terraces of three cottages under a
single gabled roof. This deception is enhanced by the three later porches added
to the front elevation and the three equally spaced chimneys. There is also a
single storeyed extension on the southern end of the range. The front elevation is
pebble dashed hiding any architectural detail and the rear elevation (Plate 2) is
also partly hidden by later extension and render, however there are hints of the
stone structure behind the render (Plate 3).
Internally, however, Paradwys proves to be considerably more interesting. It is
now divided into a main house and a holiday cottage, although these are linked
at the first floor level by means of a double doored hatch in Truss 1. At the
southern end of the complex the ground floor (Figure 2). The single storeyed
extension (Figure 2, Room 1) was originally part of the shippon and the rough
construction of this structure is shown in the uneven stone walls used. This
unevenness is also apparent in Room 2 which was also part of the animal
houses attached to the southern end of the range.
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The main house retains evidence for much of its history. Between the kitchen and
Room 3 (Figure 2) there is the remains of a wooden partition, below Truss 1,
(Figure 5, Plate 4) which is constructed of reused timbers (Plate 5). One of these
timbers has two mortice holes whilst another is facetted to produce a near
cylindrical cross section. The top rail of the partition has a recess (Plate 6) which
marks the position of a ladder leading to a croglofft. At the western end of the
partition the foot of Truss 1 (Plate 7) extends down to within 0.84 m of the current
floor level.
Between Rooms 3 and 4 there is a brick built chimney (Plates 8 and 9),
constructed of handmade bricks with a major, arched, timber bressumer (Plate 8)
in the southern face. The northern face (Plate 9) has a much smaller bressumer
possibly suggesting that this fireplace is a later feature. The stairwell in Room 3,
(Plate 10) shows that the lower part of the wall is of handmade bricks, similar to
those used in the chimney breast. There is also a straight joint within the
brickwork showing that this wall is of more than one phase of construction.
The ceiling in Room 4 sits uncomfortably within the space, particularly in its
relationship with the chimney breast. Within 0.65m of the chimney breast there is
the socket for a post beneath the main longitudinal ceiling beam (Plate 11), this
has well-formed step stops on either side of the socket for the post. The beam is
moderately chamfered and also has similar step stops at its northern end (Plate
12). These step stops also occur on the joists (Plate 13) which are cogged into
the main beam. The wall between Rooms 4 and 5 (Figure 6) also contains the
lower section of the cruck frame which forms Truss 3, particularly at the western
end (Plate 14). This blade has a mortice hole (Plate 15), for a rail, which was part
of the original timber structure of the house.
On the first floor (Figure 3) there are two complete, or near complete, cruck
frames (Trusses 1 and 3). Truss 1 (Figures 4 and 5) marks the separation
between the Holiday Home and the Main House, although there is a double
doored hatch between the two properties. The southern face of Truss 1 (Figure 4,
Plate 16) has the top of the truss exposed unlike the northern face (Figure 5). It
also has the trenching for the upper purlins (Plates 17 and 18). These are now
filled by the ends of a diagonal brace for the current roof structure. The purlins
have also been relocated to sit on top of the diagonal braces, thereby raising the
roof level. More detail is evident on the northern face of Truss 1 (Figure 5, Plate
19), where there is a high collar and a cambered tie beam exposed. The tie beam
also extends beyond the line of the western principle rafter (Plate 20).
The western side of Room 8 (Plate 21) has a wooden frame which sits on the
brickwork of the ground floor, this however is outside the line of the original wall
of the house and probably relates to the phase of construction when the central
chimney was added to the building. Truss 2 occupies the wall between Rooms 8
and 9. This however is also the position of the central chimney which has largely
removed most of the timberwork leaving only two short sections of principle
rafters exposed (Plates 22 and 23).
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Truss 3 (Figure 6) is between Rooms 9 and 10 and is exposed in both of these
rooms (Plates 24 and 24) and on the landing of the staircase to this end of the
building (Plate 25). Only the principle rafters have survived, although on the
northern face there is signs that there was a collar on this truss.
Dendrochronological Sampling
Paradwys was sampled by Oxford Dendrochronology Laboratory in June 2014.
Four timbers were sampled, two crucks, a tiebeam and a purlin giving a possible
construction date of 1574 for the first phase of this house. (Bridge and Miles
2014)
Conclusions
The original structure of Paradwys would appear to have been a timber framed
building based around three cruck frames it is therefore likely to have been a
cruck-framed hall-house, probably of ÄpeasantÅ type with a single-bayed hall. The
trusses are of middling size with a total height of 5.93 m (approximately 19.5
feet). The middle frame has been lost having been replaced by a large fireplace
made of large hand-made bricks. The surviving cruck trusses have been
catalogued by Alcock (1981, 161 as having blades that meet on a vertical line
with a collar below the apex (Type B), however the one apex which is exposed
on Truss 1 (Figure 4) has a diagonal joint between the two blades and a collar
below and therefore probably better fits into his group F2.
The ceiling in Room 4 sits uncomfortably within its space, particularly in reference
to the fireplace. The socket, below the longitudinal ceiling beam is within 0.65 m
of the chimney breast making it unlikely that a vertical timber was this close to the
hearth. This ceiling would therefore likely predate the insertion of the chimney. It
is not certain as to the sequence from presumably open hall house to a fully
storeyed building as contradictory evidence survives from either side of the
fireplace. Whilst the ceiling in Room 4 would appear to have a relatively early
date, the recess for a ladder to a probable croglofft in Room 3 would suggest that
this room was open to a higher level prior the construction of staircase at this end
of the building.
The insertion of the brick fireplace into the building was obviously a major change
in the layout of the building, possibly being constructed within the cross-passage
of the original hall house. Originally the fireplace would have been in the southern
face of this structure, however a second fireplace appears to have been added in
the northern face at a later date. Similar bricks have been used to construct the
lower section of the rear wall of the property in Room 3 and therefore it is likely
that this wall is part of the same phase of construction. This would appear to be
slightly to the west of the original timber framed wall which it replaced. The
vertical joint in this brickwork (Plate 10) is curious and would suggest more than
one phase of construction, possibly with a blocked opening. It is not certain as to
when the rest of the walls of the house were replaced by stone walls.
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Paradwys was formally the Paradise tavern (Briggs and Miles 2014), however at
some stage it was converted into two cottages with by blocking the spaces either
side of the central chimney. This arrangement is partially retained in the current
building with the two staircases which serve different ends of the house.
The partition between the Kitchen and Room 3 is probably a relatively late
feature using timbers scavenged from elsewhere. Barrel staves supported a
plaster surface for this partition before the restoration of this building was
undertaken, possibly suggesting that this partition may have been constructed
after the use of the building as the Paradise Tavern (A. and E. Naisby pers.
comm.).
The separation into two houses (Paradwys Uchaf and Paradwys Isaf) survived
until 1974 when the current owners started the restoration of the property (A. and
E. Naisby pers. comm.) reuniting the building into a single structure. This
restoration also saw the conversion of the shippon to a holiday cottage in 1987
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Plate 2: Rear elevation
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Plate 3: Hint of the stone structure on the rear elevation

Plate 4: Partition between the kitchen and Room 3
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Plate 5: Detail of reused timbers in the partition between the Kitchen and Room 3

Plate 6: Recess for a ladder to the croglofft
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Plate 7: Foot of Truss 1

Plate 8: Chimney in Room 3
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Plate 9: Chimney in Room 4

Plate 10: Detail of the rear wall within the stairwell in Room 3
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Plate 11: Socket below The ceiling beam in Room 4

Plate 12: Northern end of the ceiling beam in Room 4
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Plate 13: Detail of stop on the joists in Room 4

Plate 14: Western side of the lower section of Truss 3
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Plate 15: Detail of the western side of the lower section of Truss 3

Plate 16: Southern face of Truss 1
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Plate 17: Detail of the eastern side of the southern face of Truss 1

Plate 18: Detail of western side of the southern face of Truss 1
13

Plate 19: Northern face of Truss 1

Plate 20: Western end of the tie beam for Truss 1
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Plate 21: Wooden frame on the western side of Room 8

Plate 22: Eastern end of Truss 2
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Plate 23: Western end of Truss 2

Plate 24: Truss 3 in Room 10
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Plate 25: Truss 3 in Room 9

Plate 26: Truss 3 on the landing at the northern end of the house
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