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Discovering Old Welsh Houses studies and celebrates the traditional
houses of North Wales and the lives of the people who lived in them.
The copyright of most of these reports belongs to Discovering Old Welsh
Houses. Where copyright resides with others, we have made every effort
to obtain their permission to reproduce reports on our site. Our policy is to
allow free access to our research documents as part of the public benefit
we provide as a registered charity. You are welcome to reproduce this
material but if you do so, please acknowledge the source
If you find the content useful, please consider becoming a Member to
access the many benefits available.

Please note that these reports are being updated as part of an ongoing
programme of revision. Older reports sometimes refer to the old names of
the Group. Between 2005 and 2012 also known as The Snowdonia
Dendrochronology Project, then the N W Wales Dendrochronology Project
and then the Dating Old Welsh Houses Group.
New reports will be added from time to time. Keep an eye on our website
for updates.
©Discovering Old Welsh Houses Group
Rhif Elusen Gofrestredig: No: 1131782: Registered charity
www.discoveringoldwelshhouses.co.uk
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Reports: Welcome to the many Discovering Old Welsh Houses Reports
which are available here on our website. All the reports - House Histories,
Building Reports and Tree-ring Dating reports - can be accessed - here
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This report has been compiled and completed by Discovering Old Welsh Houses.
Written in the language chosen by the volunteers and researchers undertaking the
work.
PLEASE NOTE ALL THE HOUSES IN THIS PROJECT ARE PRIVATE AND THERE IS NO ADMISSION TO ANY
OF THE PROPERTIES

Discovering Old Welsh Houses is a registered charity with nearly 200 members
across north Wales working alongside local organisations, communities & interested
individuals to discover, record and research the histories of houses built before 1700
A.D
Registered Charity No.1131782
Bryn Bedd, Nantgwynant,Gwynedd LL55 4NL
Tel : 01766 890550
www.discoveringoldwelshhouses.co.uk
Discovering Old Welsh Houses is supported by:
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1 & 2 Water Street
Caerwys, Flintshire
Historic Building Record
Summary
This historic buildings record was undertaken on 6th February 2019, by Martin Cherry,
Peter Thompson and Ross Cook, members of Discovering Old Welsh Houses. This
report forms a part of a larger project to identify, understand and date historic
buildings in North Wales, and seeks to provide an interpretation and record of the
building at the time of investigation.
The building has been visually investigated and recorded photographically, with a
survey plan made to aid interpretation. Ross Cook (ArchaeoDomus) was
commissioned by the Group to undertake the measured survey and drawn
interpretation.
Dendrochronology has also been undertaken, which provided a date of Spring 1465.
1 & 2 Water Street is a cruck-framed medieval hall house with origins dating back to
1465, with later additions and alterations, the most significant of which probably
date from the mid-16th century, with the insertion of the chimney and first floor, the
rebuilding of the western (inner room) bay and the possible rebuilding of the exterior
walls in stone. These secondary phases did not date.
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1 - Introduction
This report has been compiled as part of the Discovering Old Welsh Houses project
to identify, interpret, date and understand the development of houses across North
Wales. This report will be held by Discovering Old Welsh Houses and in perpetuity
the Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical Monuments of Wales.
1 & 2 Water Street was identified by the Group as a candidate for
dendrochronological (tree-ring) dating, which has shown the timbers to have been
felled in Spring 1465. To enable the further understanding of the building, this
Historic Building Report brings together a written interpretation, photographs and a
survey plan.
The buildings address is 1 & 2 Water Street, Caerwys, Flintshire, CH7 5AZ.
It was recorded by Martin Cherry, Peter Thompson and Ross Cook on 6th February
2019.

2 – Location and Context
The building is located on Water Street in the centre of the town of Caerwys, a
borough established by royal charter in 1290, and appears originally to have faced
onto the former market place. The property is on an east-west alignment and is
bounded by Water Street to the north, a shop to the east, properties to the south,
and South Street to the west. The parish church is St Michaels Church to the west
and the nearest watercouse is an unnamed stream to the east. The building is at an
elevation of 181m and sits at NGR SJ 12861 72920.
It is hoped in due course to carry out a full house history.

3 - Aims
The aim of this Historic Buildings Record is to provide a written, drawn and
photographic account of the focus building. This work forms one element of a larger
research project to understand, date and record the historic buildings or North
Wales.
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4 - Method
Measured Survey
The survey was undertaken by Ross Cook (ArchaeoDomus) by recording
measurements taken with a Total Station with direct input to AutoCAD. This survey
was then drawn to scale using AutoCAD 2013.
Photographic
The photographic record was made using a compact camera.
Investigation
The visual investigation was undertaken with full permission of the owners. This
requires all areas of the house to be visually inspected to ascertain the development
and form of the building.

5 - Dendrochronology
Dendrochronology (obtaining the felling date of a tree by tree-ring dating) works by
utilising the variation in width of the annual growth rings as influenced by climatic
conditions common to a large area. It is these climate-induced variations in widths
which allow calendar dates to be ascribed to undated timbers when compared with
a firmly-dated sequence. If a tree-section is complete out to the bark edge then a
precise date-of-felling can be determined. A narrow core is extracted from across the
annual growth rings of the timber, with no detriment to its strength or stability.
The date obtained for 1 & 2 Water Street is:
 Primary Phase: Spring 1465
 Secondary Phase: Undated
All dendrochronological reports can be downloaded from the Discovering Old Welsh
Houses website at www.discoveringoldwelshhouses.co.uk
Oxford Dendrochronological Laboratory was commissioned by Discovering Old
Welsh Houses to undertake assessment and sampling. Martin Bridge sampled
number 2 Water Street only on 2nd August 2018.
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6 - Interpretation
1 & 2 Water Street was built as a medieval hall house of cruck frame construction
and may have been fully-framed when originally erected; although no evidence for
this survives, numerous examples from the North-East show this form to be typical
within town settings. The surviving timbers are of a heavy scantling and suggest
access to good timber resources. This, in conjunction with the building’s location on
the former market square, signify an owner of wealth and status.
Its plan (see Appendix 1), on an east-west alignment, was formed of 4 bays, divided
into 3 cells, with the focus of the house around the hall of 2 bays. Smoke blackening
seen in the loft space indicated the building was once an open hall (Bays 2 & 3).
Two pairs of crucks survive and have remained integral to the later phases of
development. The hall cruck (T2) is arch-braced and finished with a single chamfer to
its west face and a double-stepped chamfer to its east, which suggests the
cross-passage was located at the east end of Bay 2. From the collar of the hall cruck
(T2), curved queen struts rise to the blade soffits. The apex of the truss is of a
block-and-butt type, carrying a ridge.
The other surviving cruck (T1) is plainly finished. Stave holes in the soffits of the
cruck blades indicate that this partition was originally closed.
The remaining truss (T3) is of a different form to the two surviving cruck pairs and is
most likely a later replacement; it fits much more neatly into the later roof as less
packing has been required to enable the use/reuse of the purlins to support the
rafters and clearly uses a shallower pitch to that of the crucks. Unlike the other two
cruck trusses, T3 has also been jointed at the apex.
A first floor and chimney were added during the 16th century, when the external
walls are likely to have been rebuilt in stone. This adaptation was possibly
undertaken in two stages, with the chimney insertion and wall construction
preceding the flooring over of the hall; evidence for this lies in the first floor fireplace
to the chamber over the hall, which appears to have been inserted. The insertion of
the chimney into the cross-passage created a lobby-entry arrangement.
The floor beams run transversly and support 2 longitudinal framing beams, to which
9 joists are supported by barefaced soffit-tenons to mortices. The beams and joists
are decorated with chamfers and straight-cut stops.
The bressumer to the hall fireplace is a reused beam, made evident by the cogging
for joists to its rear face; this may be a later replacement to the original.
The rear extensions date from the 18th and 19th centuries.
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8 - Miscellanea
Insurance
Insurance is provided for ArchaeoDomus by Wessex Insurance and for the volunteers
of the group by Towergate Insurance.
Health & Safety
All volunteers adhere to the requirements of the Health & Safety at Work Act, 1974.
Equipment
The project used equipment supplied by ArchaeoDomus Archaeological & Heritage
Services.
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Appendices

Truss 2 , east face of arch-braced cruck truss.

Truss 2 , east face of south cruck blade.

Ceiling to floored hall.
Truss 2 , east face at apex, showing curved
queen struts.
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Truss 3, apex.
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