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Reports: Welcome to the many Discovering Old Welsh Houses Reports
which are available here on our website. All the reports - House Histories,
Building Reports and Tree-ring Dating reports - can be accessed - here

Discovering Old Welsh Houses studies and celebrates the traditional
houses of North Wales and the lives of the people who lived in them.

The copyright of most of these reports belongs to Discovering Old Welsh
Houses. Where copyright resides with others, we have made every effort
to obtain their permission to reproduce reports on our site. Our policy is to
allow free access to our research documents as part of the public benefit
we provide as a registered charity. You are welcome to reproduce this
material but if you do so, please acknowledge the source

If you find the content useful, please consider becoming a Member to
access the many benefits available.

Please note that these reports are being updated as part of an ongoing
programme of revision. Older reports sometimes refer to the old names of
the Group. Between 2005 and 2012 also known as The Snowdonia
Dendrochronology Project, then the N W Wales Dendrochronology Project
and then the Dating Old Welsh Houses Group.

New reports will be added from time to time. Keep an eye on our website
for updates.
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SNOWDONIA DENROCHRONOLOGY PROJECT

YSTUMCEGID (Uchaf / Bellaf)

Dolbenmaen, Gwynedd update 8-11-2005

NGR SH 249720 34240o Grade II

RCAHMW, Caernarvonshire, Vol II, 1960, p72 (895) Fig 65. & CADW Listing 
schedule:
A two storeyed rubble built house, built in two parts with later additions. The W block 
appears to be slightly earlier (three-bay), but both are probably late C17. The W 
elevation is symmetrical with vertical windows and a plain pediment. There are three 
tall square chimneys with slate caps. The ground floor ceilings in the W block are 
concealed, those in the N have rough stop-chamfered beams. The main staircase is 
modern but incorporates a C17 moulded handrail and slat balusters. 
The roof trusses are of the Collar-beam type with purlins carried on cleats. They are 
roughly put together and may be of re-used material.

A barn about 33 yds to the S (at SH 49704236) contains re-used C16 joists with 
grooved mouldings on the soffits and sides.

Another barn, 40 ft by 19 ft, ca, 136 yds to the ESE (at SH 49794229), built of large 
boulders and rough rubble with large central doorways in opposite sides (one blocked) 
is probably of the C17. 

(According to Gwydir Family p78, 33 & 37), Ystumcegid replaced Cefn y Fan as a 
residence after is destruction in 1403. A house of the name is mentioned in a poem of 
1420 (TCHS, 1954,p1, n.4), and was presumably the centre of the chief messuage of 
the same name entailed in 1484 (T Jones Pierce, Clenennau Letters and Papers pxii, 
NLW Journ Set IV, pt 1, Supplement 1947).
See Griffith Pedigrees p 232 for its later descent, and Lewis, Medieval Boroughs p 
156 for its hereditary claim to the mayoralty of Cricieth.
The site is uncertain but may have been at the ruined farm at SH 50204127, the only 
one which bears the name on the O.S. drawing of 1816, rather than here.




