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1. BACKGROUND

Historical context

This whole area of North-East Wales has a long history of prehistoric settlement. Hillforts like Pen y Cloddiau on
the Clwydian Hills are visible and many interesting artefacts have been found in the round barrows and cairns
of Ysceifiog. The Romans passed through the parish, exploiting the lead mines, and the local Welsh tribes later
fought the Anglo-Saxon invaders. The Normans followed, and Ysceifiog was recorded in the Domesday Book as
Schiviau, being held, like many other small settlements in this north-eastern part of Wales, from the Earl of
Chester. After alternating between Welsh and Norman control in the years before 1282, the old cantref of
Tegeignl became part of the new shire county of Flintshire. Many of the old Welsh families accepted office und er
the English Crown to maintain their interests and control, and in Lewys Dwnn’s Heraldic Visitation of 1590 the
new ‘gentry’ families of Ysceifiog and Holywell were happy to record their Welsh pedigrees and to trace their
ancestry back to Ednywain Bendew or Llywelyn Eurdorchog.?

There are seven old townships in the Parish of Ysceifiog. Colomendy is found in the township of Tr efraith.

Figure 1. Map showing Colomendy and area (From Bartholomew's "Half Inch Maps" of England and Wales,
1902-1906)

! Schirer T (2018) Garneddwen Fawr, Ysceifiog, Flintshire. Discoveringoldwelshhouses.co.uk.
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2. DESCRIPTION OF THE OUTBUILDINGS AND HOUSE

Colomendy is a 17th century gentry house. It is a stone-built with two storeys and is situated in a fairly isolated
position, on the north-facing slope of Penycloddiau, one of the numerous Iron Age hillforts of the Clwydian Hills
(Figure 1). It gets its name from the dovecot which is within the attic of one of the farm buildings. It is a Grade
[I* listed building.

The house stands on the north side of a large square farmyard (Figure 2). To the west is a range of farm buildings,
some built from locally quarried stone. The buildings comprised a milking shed, cattle shed and stables. At the
south side was a large threshing barn with a stable and the west end of this building is built into the slope of the
hill. On a roof beam in the stable was an etched date of 1659 (the beam was moved in 1991 to the south
winnowing opening of the threshing barn). The east side of the yard had pigsties, and another shed into which
a leete of water ran from collection on the mountain (see Appendix 3). (Description in ‘Traditional Farm Buildings
in North-East Wales 1500 — 1900’ by E. William 1982).

Out-buildings
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Figure 2. Map of the farm (From: https.//maps.nls.uk/view/102342354)

The threshing barn, dated 1657, was described in 1912 by the RCAHM as being ‘half ruinous’ (HMso, 1912) but
in 1991 was used for hay storage and shearing. One beam that supported the upper floor of the west loft (the
one with the date on) is now over the south winnowing opening. The roof is supported by five queen strut
beams and there are finials on both gable ends. The door arch over the main door has a voussoir decoration.
The range of farm buildings has queen-struts in two byres with arched openings. In the upper storey is a dovecot
(see Appendix 1) with access via a wooden stair propped up in the stable below. Pencilled graffiti is visible on
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the old door to the hayloft at the top of the right stairway. One byre with two narrow doors has an old cobbled
floor and slate-lined mangers. The milking byre has openings for joists and a large upper window, which we
might speculate could have been used for human habitation before the main house was built. Other buildings,
now absent but known to have once been present, include pigsties, a washhouse/hovel and leete (originating
in a wood 500 metres away). Also there was a ty bach and a rickyard, anecdotally in the driest position by the
gates to the road (Geoff Pritchard- a neighbour). A local quarry was the source of stone for the barn.

House

External features: Facing SE the house, free-standing and cuboid, is roofed in slate with a large porch, a single-
storied front extension and to the rear a staircase wing and single-storied off-shut. A very large central
chimneystack serves two back-to-back fireplaces and the house also has two smaller chimneys. The SE and NW
gable walls are built of fairly even metamorphic rock with lime mortar and at the E, W and N the large founding
stones are visible. All other walls are of random, un-coursed rubble.

Windows: The gable windows are surmounted with voussoir decoration (a feature repeated above the south-
facing downstairs window and doorways to the outbuildings and barn). Stone mullions can be seen in the second
upper chamber on the NW gable, along with an opening iron-framed window and possibly 17™ century iron
catch. Above this window is a tympanum with a name tablet showing the initials P, M and W, 1663 (Figure 3).
Other windows have modern inserts.

Figure 3. Date and initials on tympanum
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Internal features: Ground Floor The main entry is via a lobby porch and baffle entry (Figure 4). A side door at
the right leads into the extension which was once a scullery. The original front door was wider. The windows of
the east and west ranges have decorative arches and the first-floor window has original stone mullions.

Figure 4. Ground Floor Plan; V Hay

The parlour, built as part of the extension in 1663, is the smaller room and has a stone fireplace of large
dimensions with a slate hearth and a massive stone mantle carved with shields and ogee design. Above is a
plaster inscription and again the initials W, P and M (Figures 5 and 6). This ornate mantle could initially have

been used for one side of a tomb. The ceiling is heavily beamed with two major crossbeams. All timbers have
chamfered edges.



Figure 5. Parlour fireplace Figure 6. Initials above parlour fireplace

Within the kitchen a massive ceiling beam supports the unlevel bedroom floor. Here the central chimney serves
a large fireplace, backing onto the one in the parlour. There is a large bressumer over the fireplace, 3.4m (10ft.)
long. This has many interesting features including, in the exact centre, a knot in the wood, sometimes described
as an ‘eye’ and perhaps regarded as a superstitious good-luck symbol.2 Also visible are two or three inscribed
circles near the centre and a more deeply drawn ‘tulip’ or ‘fleur de lys’ in the left section of the beam, as well as
seven or eight scorch marks (Figures 7 and 8). These apotropaic marks are commonly found in houses of this
age although their meaning remains problematic. The tulip marks were commented on by Richard Suggett on
his visit in 2013 and were common in post-reformation houses being built by minor gentry. The bressumer is
typical of its era when wealthy farmers and landowners were seeking to establish themselves with estates in
the, now, more settled times.

2 Other examples are found at PenyBryn, Abergwyngregyn and Liwyn y Cynfal, Rhydymain. Further details on apotropaic marks in
Welsh buildings can be found in Thompson P (2015) On Your Marks! Symbols, Graffiti and Burn Marks on Traditional Buildings.
Newsletter 15, December, Discovering Old Welsh Houses, accessed at
http://discoveringoldwelshhouses.co.uk/library/news/Newsletter-No015.pdf.
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Kitchen bressumer

Figure 7. The Kitchen Bressumer

Figure 8. Detailed view of the Kitchen Bressumer

To the south side of the house was a scullery, which has the remains of a bread oven in the wall (see Appendix
2). A dairy with original slate slabs is situated on the north side, though most other original features are no
longer present. The back door at the north end is beside the dairy extension.



The staircase was originally of oak and free-standing but was removed in 1974 and was replaced with a modern
flight of stairs. Anecdotally, this was similar to a staircase in the house named Ffagnallt, in Nannerch.

First Floor:
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Figure 9. Plan of first floor and garret; V Hay

At the top of the stairs is a large main bedroom occupying all the floor area (Figure 9). This has now been divided
to meet the requirements of modern-day living. This first floor bedroom on the south side of the house originally
had only one window, facing south-east and quite small. However, there is a big fireplace, which would have

provided an important source of light in a North Wales winter. The room has a plaster overmantle dated 1660.
(See Figure 10 and Appendix 6).

(See also ‘Notes on a plaster panel with decorative detail at Colomendy Farm Ysgeifiog, Clwyd’, William Twigg, Planning
(Environmental) Section, Delyn Borough Council, 1976).

‘Investigation needs to continue ... but broadly the picture is of an owner who claims major direct descent
from Ednowain Bendew, lord of Tegeingle, and further pedigree by the history of marriage of the family
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through relationship to the 11t tribe of Wales and various noble families. The person in question is
probably the Williams of Colomendy mentioned in Pennant, and there may be links in family history with
the Mostyns.” (William Twigg, 1976, ibid).

Figure 10. Plasterwork and heraldry in main bedroom

In 1663 a second bedroom was provided by extending the house on the west side. This second first floor
bedroom had a fireplace of which only the bressumer with two corbels are now visible (See Figure 11). The
window has an iron frame and iron catch, the design being consistent with the period of building.

Figure 11. Fireplace bressumer and corbels in second first floor bedroom
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Figure 12. Garret Staircase Figure 13. Beams in garret

Garret: From this second bedroom a door leads to an original attic staircase (Figure 12). The attic has a truss
and beams remain (Figure 13). A wooden ladder gives access to a second attic room, both attic rooms being lit
by small windows. The roof was of slate-only until 1983 when insulating boards and a ceiling were installed.
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3. Williams’ Family Pedigree (1) Peter Williams = Mary Hughes

(b.c.1626 d.16673) m.1651 (b.c.1630)

(2) Robert Williams = Francesca (1) Elizabeth Jones (2)

(d.1732)  m.1667 (d.1711)

IHighIighted line indicatesI

Iownership of CoIomendyI

I I I I I ]
Margaret  Peter m (1)Ellen Foulkes Griffith m. Ellen Anne (3)Thomas m. Mary Price Josiah
(b.1672)  (b.1673) (b.1675) (d.1719)  (b.1676) (b.1680.d.1680 (b.1681.d.1732) 1705 (b.1687.d.1687)
m. John m. (2) Sydney
Pritchard Wynne
(4) Elizabeth (5) Dorothy Peter David Elizabeth Sydney Elizabeth Margaret
(b.c.1704 d.1774) m. John Wynne (d.1715)(d.1715) (b.1708) (b.1710) (b.1703?) (d.1789)

m. (1) 1729 Ignatius m. James Davies m. Mr Potter

Fox (d.1741)
m. (2) 1746 Joseph Fluitt

3 Previous research shows the dates are as indicated; references have not been found to confirm them.
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Wynne Family Pedigree |High|ighted line indicates\

|ownership of CoIomendy‘

Dorothy (Williams) m. John Wynne
(d.1809) 1776 (d.1788)
Dorothy inherited 1774

John Lloyd Wynne m. Mary Holland
(b. 1776 d. 1862) 1803?05 (d. 1844)

John Lloyd Wynne m. Mary Haggitt William Holland Wynne Mary Wynne
(b.1807; d.1887) 1833 (b.1809; d.unm.1835) m. 1831 Lloyd Edwards
Henry John Lloyd Edward William Lloyd

(b.1834; d.unm.1874) (b.1836; d.1893)

Colomendy was sold after the death of John Lloyd Wynne in 1887 and ownership passed on to the Conways
of Bodrhyddan, Rhuddlan.
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Subsequent Owners of Colomendy

1887 -1895
CGH Rowley Conway (Lord Langford of Bodrhyddan)

1895 -1922
John Owen of Plas Ucha, Whiford (Steward to Lord Mostyn)
Purchased Colomendy with a mortgage from Annie Vaughan

1922 —-1943
Robert David Owen (son of John Owen)
Died intestate

1943 -1972
Bessie Owen (widow of Robert David Owen)
Period of ownership dispute

1972 -1974
John Euston Hall & Andrew Christopher Hayson Froude
Judicial trustees of Colomendy

1974 -1977
Gordon Lyons
Owner but did not live in the property continuously

1977
J & V Hay become owners of Colomendy
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Timeline of Tenants of Colomendy

Jones Family

Information found on gravestone in Nannerch church and burial of Elizabeth Jones 1820 in parish records

Hugh Jones = Elizabeth Jones (nee Swinney of Oswestry)

(d. 1807) ‘ (b.c.1727; d.1788)

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7)

Hugh and Elizabeth had 8 sons and 3 daughters

Elizabeth Jones

(8) (9) (10) (11)

(b.c.1725; d.1820). She had been at Colomendy at the time of her burial, but we are unsure of her relationship with the

Jones’ family above.

Hughes Family

First recorded at Colomendy in 1839 (burial of John Hughes); subsequent information in 1841 census

Owen Hughes = Sarah (née ?)

John Elizabeth
(b.c.1835) (b.c.1837)
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Thomas Family

First recorded at Colomendy in 1846 on tithe apportionments; subsequent information in 1851, 1861 and 1871 census
and parish records.

John Thomas described as a tenant in the tithe apportionments of 1846, possible father of Peter Robert Thomas below.

Peter Robert Thomas = Mary
(b.c.1832; d.1879) (b.c.1839)

Kezia

(This is the only child we know about)

Davies Family

Recorded in 1881 census and left the neighbourhood in the same year according to the Schools” Admission Register.

Robert Davies = Mary
(b.c.1823) (b.c.1832)

William John Sarah
(b.c.1860) (b.c.1868) (b.c.1873)
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Roberts Family
Recorded in the 1891, 1901, 1911 census, the 1939 Register and school register

John Roberts = ? (widower)
(b.c.1846; d.1918)

Anne Catherine Robert William

(b.1876) (b.1878) (b.1881) (b.c.1884)
John Thomas Mary
(b.1923) (b.1925) (b.1928)
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4. CHRONOLOGICAL HISTORY

Date

Summary of Information (reference in brackets)

17™ Century

1626

1630

1651

1651

1659

1660-3

1663

1663

1667

1667

1667

1667

1671

1672

1673

1675

Peter Williams born ¢.1626 (International Genealogical Index v5.0).

Mary Hughes born ¢.1630 (International Genealogical Index v5.0).

26" November, Marriage of Peter Williams and Mary Hughes (International Genealogical Index v5.0).
Peter Williams of Ysceifiog, loaned £56.00 to Peter Hughes (4rchaeologia Cambrensis)

Building of threshing barn. (Date on the beam located in old stable - now moved to domestic area of converted
barn 1990).

Building of the house (Date on plasterwork heraldic shield in main bedroom — 1660).

Date on tympanum on west gable end. Initials are P W M (Peter Williams & Mary)1663
Extension of parlour and bedroom (on ovolo inscription outside)

Death of Peter Williams, gent, on April 1% (Reference unknown - not found in Ysceifiog Parish Records)
Bond of Administration signed by Margaret Williams (National Library of Wales SA/1667/202.) Here
Peter Williams’ spouse is named as Margaret whereas she is down as Mary in documentation
above.

Probate for Peter Williams (NLW 1667 — relevant volume missing from records)

Robert Williams (son of Peter Williams), married Francesca (Reference unknown - not found in Ysceifiog
Parish Records )

Robert Williams (son of Peter and Mary) inherited Colomendy (Settlement on the marriage of Robert
Williams and Francis Jones; Coed Coch Estate Papers, ref. 1606)

Baptism of Margaret, (daughter of Robert Williams and Francesca) on January 8 (Flintshire
Parish Register, Ysgeifiog, P/72/1/1-10)

Baptism of Peter, (son of Robert Williams and Francesca) on March 3™ (Flintshire Parish Register,
Ysgeifiog, P/72/1/1-10)

Baptism of Griffith (son of Robert Williams and Francesca) on November 4" (Flintshire Parish
Register, Ysgeifiog, P/72/1/1-10)
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1676

1680

1680

1681

1687

1687

1699

Baptism of Anne, (daughter of Robert Williams and Francesca) on January 30" (Flintshire Parish
Register, Ysgeifiog, P/72/1/1-10)

Baptism of Lucy, (daughter of Robert Williams and Francesca) on January 18" (Flintshire Parish
Register, Ysgeifiog, P/72/1/1-10)

Burial of Lucy, (daughter of Robert Williams and Francesca) on July 6" (Flintshire Parish Register,
Ysgeifiog, P/72/1/1-10)

Baptism of Thomas, (son of Robert Williams and Francesca) on October 15 (Flintshire Parish
Register, Ysgeifiog, P/72/1/1-10)

Baptism of Josiah, (son of Robert Williams and Francesca) on July 16" (Flintshire Parish Register,
Ysgeifiog, P/72/1/1-10)

Burial of Josiah (son of Robert Williams and Francesca) on August 28" (Flinishire Parish Register,
Ysgeifiog, P/72/1/1-10)

Mr Robert Williams. Klomendy (sic) —“a house of note” (Parochialia Edward Lluyd 1699. Nat. Library
Wales; 1900 Journal of the Cambrian Archaeological Association — Archaelogia Cambrensis; 6" Series: Vol
11;Supplement; Parochialia Part 1; p.107 of search -or p.75 of actual journal)

(Edward Lluyd mentions that Mr Williams of Klomendy also owns another house of note in
Ysceifiog Parish — namely ‘Moel y Da’) (ref. as above on p.76 of actual journal)
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18" Century

1704

1705

1707

1707

1729

1730

1732

1732

1732

Birth of Elizabeth Williams daughter of Thomas Williams and Mary Price (memorial plaque in
Ysgeifiog Parish Church — see Appendix 5, Figure 20 — apparently born before her parents’ wedding ?)

Marriage of Thomas Williams and Mary Price 23 June (Flintshire Parish Register, Ysgeifiog, P/72/1/1-
10)

Baptism of Robert, (son of Thomas Williams and Mary)(Flintshire Parish Register, Ysgeifiog, P/72/1/1-
10)

Baptism of Elizabeth, (daughter of Griffith Williams and Eleanor) (Flintshire Parish Register,
Ysgeifiog, P/72/1/1-10)

Elizabeth Williams married Ignatius Fox,18" January (marriage agreement ‘to be carried out within six
days after the date hereof’: Coed Coch papers, 34, 2182-2183, Hawarden Archives Office; see portraits in Appendix
7)

Burial of Richard Griffith (Mr Hay, late husband of owner V.Hay — JGH note)

Death of Robert Williams (Will of Robert Williams; National Library of Wales SA/1732/169). In his will
Colomendy is left to Thomas Williams. The will mentions giving money to grandchildren Sidney,
Elizabeth and Margaret (Elizabeth & Sidney were children of Griffith Williams; Margaret was the
daughter of Thomas Williams. NB. Three grandchildren named Elizabeth have been identified but
it is not clear which is which). Elizabeth Fox, niece of Thomas Williams, is the administrator of
the will.

Bond of Thomas Williams, gent. This refers to Thomas Williams as ‘late of Clomendu’(the
assumption is that he has died in the same year as his father Robert Williams). The document
appears to leave Colomendy in the hands of Elizabeth Fox. (S4/1732/170).

The inventory of Colomendy (3" January 1732) is included with the bond (above) and states that

Colomendy includes domestic items in the following rooms:
e Kitchen

Stair holes

Parlour

Cellar

Pantry? (writing unclear)

Brewhouse

Bedroom above the parlour

Bedroom above the kitchen

Loft within the room above the kitchen

Garret (no.1)

Garret (no.2)

Room above the stable

Buttery

As well as listing rooms, the inventory includes items under headings such as:
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1741

1746

1747

1747

1757

1774

1774

1776

1788

1788

1796

Linen

Disparate debts

Debts of the late M Williams
Husbandry utensils (farming items)
e [tems in the garden

e Plate (silverware)

e An ‘amount of cattle’

¢ An ‘amount of corn’

Death of Ignatius Fox (20" Dec, aged 46). He was from Newtown in the county of Kildare, Ireland,
and was buried in Kensington ‘near London’ (memorial plaque in Ysgeifiog Parish Church; see Appendix 5)

Elizabeth Fox (nee Williams) married Joseph Fluittt, who was an Attorney at Law (memorial plaque

in Ysgeifiog Parish Church — see Appendix 5). There was no issue to this union (Coed Coch papers, 34, 2182-
2183, Hawarden Archives Olffice).

Legal document, case for counsel’s opinion concerning the recovery of lands etc. which were
settled on Elizabeth Williams on her marriage with Ignatius Fox, ‘who died about seven years ago
leaving no children, his widow the said Elizabeth having about twelve months ago married a

second husband but both being in years there is not any likelihood of her having any issue’ (Coed
Coch papers, 34, 2182-2183, Hawarden Archives Office).

Death of Joseph Fluittt, 5% October, aged 48 (memorial plaque in Ysgeifiog Parish Church — see Appendix
5)

Williams Burgess said to be living in Colomendy in the parish of ‘Skeiviog’, (from an Indenture dated
4" February, entitled The Coleman Deeds, D.D.1347. p.96).

Death of Elizabeth Fluittt (nee Williams), 16" May, aged 70 (memorial plaque in Ysgeifiog Parish Church
— see Appendix 5)

Following the death of Elizabeth Fluittt the estate passed to Dorothy Williams, her sister (who
later married John Wynne of Plas Ucha, Llanefydd and Plas yn Rhos). (Last Will and Testament of

Elizabeth Fluitt, dated 1770. Coed Coch Papers 3B, 2463, dated 1770).

Marriage of Dorothy Williams to John Wynne (Burke’s Landed Gentry 7™ edition, 1886).

Death of John Wynne (Burke’s Landed Gentry 7" edition, 1886).

Death of Elizabeth Jones (nee Swinney, parish of Oswestry), wife of Hugh Jones of Clommendy
(sic) in the parish of Skiviog (sic), 28" January, aged 61. She had 8 sons and 3 daughters. (Noted in
register of graves kept in Nannerch Church).

Mention of Williams of Clommendy Skeifiog Flintshire as descendants extinct or in the female

line of Ednowain Bendew by Thomas Pennant.
(Pennant T (1796) The History of the Parishes of Whiteford, and Holywell. p..309)
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19" Century

1801

1803

1807

1809

1820

1825

1833

1839

1841

1844

John Lloyd Wynne of Coed Coch and Colomendy J.P. & D.L., son of the late John and Dorothy
Wynne, was made High Sheriff of Denbighshire. (Burke’s Landed Gentry 7" edition, 1886).

22" April - Marriage of John Lloyd Wynne, son of Dorothy and the late John Lloyd Wynne
senior, to Mary Holland. (Burke’s Landed Gentry 7" edition, 1886).

Internment of Hugh Jones, who was living in Colomendy in 1788.(Noted in register of graves kept in
Nannerch Church).

17" March, death of Dorothy Wynne (nee Williams). (Burke’s Landed Gentry, p.2512). For the original
Will of Dorothy Wynne, see Coed Coch papers 3B, 2508).

Burial of Elizabeth Jones on 7™ February aged 95 (Flintshire Parish Register, Ysgeifiog, P/72/1/1-10)

John Lloyd Wynne of Coed Coch and Colomendy J.P. & D.L., son of the late John and the late
Dorothy Wynne, was made High Sheriff of Flintshire. (Burke’s Landed Gentry 7™ edition, 1886).

John Lloyd Wynne (grandson of John and Dorothy Wynne) married Mary Anne Frances Haggitt
on September 3rd, (Burke’s Landed Gentry 7" edition, 1886).

Burial of John Hughes on 29t July aged 76 (Flintshire Parish Register, Ysgeifiog, P/72/1/1-10)

Census: Living in Colomendy were :

Name Age Occupation Place of Birth
Owen Hughes 30 | Farmer Flintshire
Sarah Hughes 25 Flintshire
John Hughes 6 Flintshire
Elizabeth Hughes 4 Flintshire
Jane Hughes 2 Flintshire
Peter Renshall (?) 30 Pauper Flintshire
John Jones 20 | Agricultural Labourer Flintshire
Joseph Jones 15 | Agricultural Labourer Flintshire
Elizabeth Hughes 20 (assumed to be servant) Flintshire
Anne Hughes 15 (assumed to be servant) Flintshire
Ancestry.co.uk Flintshire, Ysceifiog Parish; enumeration district 15; p.4

25™ January death of Mary Wynne (nee Holland). (Burke’s Landed Gentry 7" edition, 1886).
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1846

Tithe survey:

Owner of Colomendy was John Lloyd Wynn; the tenant was John Thomas
(Ysceifiog Tithe Apportionment FRO folio 26 MF26: See Figures 14 & 15)

Field number Field name Land use
2005 Park Llygoden Clover stubble
2051 Fron Eithin Old pasture
2052 Bryn Chwarel Pasture
2053 Gweirglodd Newydd Seeds
2058 Cae Du Tillage
2059 Coetiau Colomendy Wheat
2060 Erw Colomendy Wheat
2061 House Yard & Garden Part pasture
2062 Gweirglodd Pasture
2064 Cae Ffynnon Barley stubble
2065 Cae Derwen Tillage
2076 Cefn Coch Pella (rushy) Pasture & tillage
2077 Cefn Coch Part old pasture, gorse & stubble
2078 Gwern Old pasture, gorse & alders

(https://places.library.wales/browse/53.234/-

3.271/17?page=1&alt=&alt=&occupier facet%5B%5D=John%20Thomas& landowner facet%5B%5D=Wynne%2

0John%20Lloyd&leaflet-base-layers 70=on)
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https://places.library.wales/browse/53.234/-3.271/17?page=1&alt=&alt=&occupier_facet%5B%5D=John%20Thomas&landowner_facet%5B%5D=Wynne%252
https://places.library.wales/browse/53.234/-3.271/17?page=1&alt=&alt=&occupier_facet%5B%5D=John%20Thomas&landowner_facet%5B%5D=Wynne%252

The Extent of Colomendy Land & Field Names: Tithe Map 1846

Figure 14. The Extent of Colomendy Land: Tithe Map 1846

From: https://places.library.wales/browse/53.234/-
3.271/17?page=1&alt=&alt=&occupier_facet%5B%5D=John%20Thomas&landowner_facet%5B%5D=Wynne%20
John%20LIoyd&leaflet-base-layers_70=on




Colomendy

Figure 15. The Extent of Colomendy Land and Field Names: Tithe Map 1846

From: https://places.library.wales/browse/53.234/-
3.271/17?page=1&alt=&alt=&occupier facet%5B%5D=John%20Thomas&landowner facet%5B%5D=Wynne%20John%20Lloyd&leaflet -base-layers _70=on
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1851 Census: Living in Colomendy were:
Name Position | Marital Status | Age | Occupation Pl. of Birth
Peter Robert Thomas | Head Unmarried 19 | Farmer Ysgeifiog
115 acres Flintshire
William Thomas Servant | Unmarried 30 | Farm Labourer Ysgeifiog
Flintshire
John Thomas Servant | Unmarried 14 | Farm Labourer Ysgeifiog
Flintshire
Elinor Owens Servant | Unmarried 40 | House Servant Yspytty
Denbigh
Ancestry.co.uk Flintshire, Trefraith; enumeration district 2c; p.17
1853 Bond relating to the late William Thomas of Colomendy, bachelor, who died intestate on 5"
January 1853. The document states that Catherine Thomas, mother and next of kin of William
Thomas will administer his estate. (National Library of Wales, SA/1853/259).
1857 John Lloyd Wynn is the landowner of Colomendy (Colomendy Deeds in the possession of owner V.Hay).
1861 Census: Living in Colomendy were:
Name Position | Marital Status | Age Occupation | Pl of Birth
Peter Robert Thomas | Head Unmarried 28 Farmer Ysgeifiog
115 acres Flintshire
Mary Thomas Sister Unmarried 21 Ysgeifiog
Flintshire
Jane Griffiths Servant | Unmarried 21 Housemaid | Ysgeifiog
Flintshire
Thomas Edwards Servant | Unmarried 22 Carter Ysgeifiog
Flintshire
David Jones Servant | Unmarried 19 Carter Ysgeifiog
Flintshire
Ancestry.co.uk Flintshire, Coed y Mynydd & Ysgeifiog Parish, enumeration district 16, p.4
1871 Census: Living in Colomendy were :
Name Position | Marital Status | Age Occupation | Pl of Birth
Peter Thomas Head Married 39 Farmer Ysgeifiog
115 acres Flintshire
Mary Thomas Wife Married 32 Ysgeifiog
Flintshire
Thomas L Thomas Servant | Unmarried 21 Farm Servant | Ysgeifiog
Flintshire
John Lewis Servant | Unmarried 14 Farm Servant | Ysgeifiog
Flintshire
Jane Davies Servant | Unmarried 17 General Holywell
Servant Flintshire
Ancestry.co.uk Flintshire, Coed y Mynydd & Ysceifiog Parish, enumeration district 16; p.8
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1874

1879

1879

1880

1881

1881

1884

1887

Newspaper report of an accident with a shandry (light carriage on springs) involving ‘Mrs Thomas
of Colomendy Farm, Ysceifiog, and the servant boy’ (Flintshire Observer Mining Journal and General
Advertiser for the Counties of Flint Denbigh, 1*' May 1874, p.4). (See Appendix 4).

Burial of Peter Robert Thomas on 27" May aged 47 (Flintshire Parish Register, Ysgeifiog, P/72/1/1-10)

Kezia Thomas, daughter of Mrs Thomas, admitted to Ysceifiog school. (Denbighshire Archives

PE/AR/72/1).

John Davies admitted to Ysceifiog school. (Noted in the Ysceifiog School Admissions Register, Denbighshire

Archives PE/AR/72/1).

Census: Living in Colomendy were :

Name Position | Marital Status | Age Occupation Pl. of Birth
Robert Davies Head Married 58 Farm of Ysgeifiog
92 acres Flintshire
Mary Davies Wife Married 49 Halkyn
Flintshire
William Davies Son Unmarried 21 Farm Ysgeifiog
Servant Flintshire
John Davies Son 13 Scholar Ysgeifiog
Flintshire
Sarah Davies 8 Scholar Ysgeifiog
Flintshire
Dinah Williams Niece 11 Scholar Halkyn
Flintshire

Ancestry.co.uk Flintshire, Ysceifiog Parish; enumeration district 16, p.4

Davies family left the neighbourhood (Noted in the Ysceifiog School Admissions Register, Denbighshire

Archives PE/AR/72/1).

Burial of Edward Edwards of Colomendy on 7™ November aged 62 (Flintshire Parish Register,

Ysgeifiog, P/72/1/1-10)

Death of John Lloyd Wynne. The ownership of Colomendy passed to the Rowley-Conway family
of Bodrhyddan, Rhuddlan. (Coed Coch Papers)
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1891 Census: Living in Colomendy were :
Name Position Marital Status | Age Occupation | Pl.of Birth
John Roberts Head Widower 45 Farmer Llandyrnog
Denbigh
Ann Roberts Daughter 14 Nannerch
Flintshire
Catherine Roberts Daughter 13 Scholar Nannerch
Flintshire
Robert Roberts Son 11 Scholar Nannerch
Flintshire
William Roberts Son 7 Scholar Nannerch
Flintshire
Ellen Ellis Servant Single 30 General Flint
Domestic Flintshire
John Powell Servant Single 24 Agricultural | Rhes y Cae
Labourer Flintshire
Robert Evans Servant 15 Agricultural | Mold
Labourer Flintshire
All spoke English and Welsh except for John Powell who only spoke Welsh
Ancestry.co.uk Flintshire, Ysgeifiog Parish; enumeration district 16; p.2

1895 CGH Rowley Conway (Lord Langford of Bodrhyddan) was the landowner of Colomendy
(Colomendy Deeds in the possession of the owner V.Hay).

1895 John Owens was provided with a mortgage by Annie Vaughan NB. This document lists the use
of the land and its monetary value. It also refers to a plan of the farm and the solicitor concerned
was John Davies, Denbigh. (Colomendy Deeds in the possession of the owner V.Hay).

1895 John Owens of Plas Ucha, Whitford (Steward to Lord Mostyn) was the landowner of Colomendy

(Colomendy Deeds in the possession of the owner V. Hay).
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20" Century

1901

1910

1910

1910

1911

Census: Living in Colomendy were :

Name Position Marital Status | Age Occupation | PL of Birth
John Roberts Head Widower 56 Farmer on Llandyrnog
own account | Denbigh
Aynie Roberts Daughter | Single 24 Nannerch
Flintshire
Catherine Roberts Daughter | Single 23 Nannerch
Flintshire
Robert Roberts Son Single 20 Farmer’s son | Nannerch
worker Flintshire
William Roberts Son Single Shepherd Nannerch
worker Flintshire
Robert Morris Servant Single 58 Cattleman Rhewl
on farm Denbigh
All spoke English and Welsh except John Roberts, Head, who spoke only Welsh.
Ancestry.co.uk Flintshire, Ysgeifiog Parish; enumeration district 14, p.7

John Roberts qualified as an elector in Coed y Mynydd township, owning land and a tenement
(Ysceifiog Electoral Roll).

John Owen was the landowner of Colomendy; John Roberts was the tenant (Colomendy Deeds in
the possession of the owner V.Hay).

22" July - Visit to Colomendy by RCAHM. Owner confirmed as John Owen of Plas Ucha, tenant
Mr John Roberts. The house was described as having an unusually large porch. At the back they
noted that there were the foundations of a wall 6ft thick which possible indicated the former

existence of a larger house than then existed. (‘An Inventory of the Ancient Monuments in Wales and
Monmouthshire. Vol.1l: County of Flint’. RCAHM, HMSO, 1912. p.101.)

Census: Living in Colomendy were:

Name Position Marital Status Age Occupation

John Roberts Head Widower 66 Farmer

Robert Roberts Son Single 30 Farmer’s son
working on farm

William Roberts Son Single 27 Farmer’s son
working on farm

Ann Roberts Daughter Single 35

Catherine Roberts Daughter Single 33

The house is said to have 7 rooms

Census, Ancestry.co.uk, Flintshire, Ysgeifiog Parish enumeration district 14, household schedule 42, piece 33928
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1918

1922

1932

1936

1939

1943

1946

1952

1969

1972

1972

1974

John Roberts of Colomendy Farm Ysceifiog Flintshire farmer died 7" January1918, leaving a will.
Holywell Flintshire. Administration to Catherine Roberts spinster 23" July. Effects £794 13s 9d.

(https://www.ancestry.co.uk/interactive/1904/318 74 222872 -00088?pid=21608.
National Probate Calendar)

9% December John Owen died and the ownership of Colomendy passed to his son Robert David
Owen (Colomendy Deeds in the possession of the owner V.Hay).

John Roberts, born 1923, and Thomas Roberts, born 1925, sons of William Roberts, admitted to
the infants’ class of Ysceifiog School. (Noted in the Ysceifiog School Admissions Register, Denbighshire
Archives PE/AR/72/1).

Mary Roberts, daughter of William Roberts, born 1928, admitted to the infants’ class of Ysceifiog
School. (Noted in the Ysceifiog School Admissions Register, Denbighshire Archives PE/AR/72/1).

1939 Register of England and Wales. Living in Colomendy were:

Name Marital Status Date of Birth | Occupation

Robert Roberts Single 12.10.1881 Farmer

Anne Roberts Single 1.6.1876 Unpaid household duties
Catherine Roberts Single 26.1.1878 Unpaid household duties
John Roberts 29.9.1923 Teamsman

1939 Register; Ancestry.co.uk; Holywell RD district ZNDF p.4

Robert David Owen died intestate (Colomendy Deeds in the possession of the owner V.Hay).

Bessie Owen, the widow of Robert David Owen, was in dispute about her husband’s estate
(document in the possession of the owner V.Hay).

Colomendy awarded listed status, 22" October - listed grade II* “for the exceptional interest of
its interior detail, including 2 unusually elaborate fireplace mantles.”
(https://britishlistedbuildings.co.uk/wales)

RCAHMW - visit to Colomendy.(Information in the possession of the owner V.Hay)

Bessie Owen (widow of Robert Owen of Caerwys Hall) was apparently the landowner of
Colomendy but a court ruled against this (Colomendy Deeds in the possession of the owner V.Hay).

John Euston Hall and Andrew Christopher Hayson Froude were appointed judicial trustees of
Colomendy (Colomendy Deeds in the possession of the owner V.Hay).

Gordon Lyons was the landowner of Colomendy but was not in constant residence. (Colomendy
Deeds in the possession of the owner V.Hay).
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https://www.ancestry.co.uk/interactive/1904/31874_222872-00088?pid=21608

1974 Original staircase removed by the (then) owner and a modern staircase inserted. (4necdotal Mary
Owen Lane, neighbour)

1977 J and V Hay became the landowners of Colomendy and moved into the house. (Colomendy Deeds in
the possession of the owner V.Hay).

21st Century

2013 Visit to Colomendy by Richard Suggett, RCAHMW, at the invitation of DOWH. Margaret
Dunn, secretary of the DOWH, was also present. Richard Suggett was particularly interested in
the apotropaic marks on the bressumer (see Figure 8).
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5. APPENDICES
Appendix I. The Dovecot (Colomendy)

‘On the upper floor of the range of outbuildings and accessed by outside, stone staircase. The right to
build such had originally been limited to lay and ecclesiastic nobility but by C17 the right had been
extended to non-manorial landowners with sufficient acreage to grow grain crops. Amongst whom they

were seen as a status symbol and an indication of being ‘well-descended’.
( P. Smith Houses of the Welsh Countryside. RCHAM 1988)

The birds and their eggs could be collected and formed an important source of protein in the winter. The
droppings would have been taken and used as manure on the house vegetable garden. There are about 60 nest-
holes for the birds, set in the thick stone walls. (Figure 16).

Figure 16. The interior of the Dovecot, showing holes for the birds

32



Appendix 2. The Bread Oven

This photograph shows the exterior of the scullery wing where there is a brick-edged alcove left behind by the
removal of a bread oven (Figure 17). The bread oven was in situ up until the early 1970s but had been removed
by 1977, according to a photograph taken by Hazel Formby, local historian.

Figure 17. The brick edged alcove where the bread oven stood.
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Appendix 3. The Leete

A stream rises on Penycloddiau and flows through a wood on Colomendy land. Within the wood is a pond with
a dam, constructed from bricks, where there is a sluice and the water flows over into a leete through the lower
part of the wood, then along the edge of a field down to the farmstead. Another stream enters the leete on its
progress, bringing water from a spring high up on Colomendy Ffridd (Figure 18). At the farm the water passed
by a stone-built bothy and the direction of the channel from there, down to the river, can be traced and seen
on the map. As the main supply of water to the farm, this arrangement could have caused problems during
periods of drought. Between the 1920’s and 1960’s, work was carried out on the water supply to Colomendy,
with the spring on the Ffridd being connected to a collecting tank and an underground pipe system being laid
to bring water down to the farmstead.

Figure 18. 1871 0.S. map with course and direction of leete highlighted

34



Appendix 4. A Narrow Escape

‘YSCEIFIOG. NARROW ESCAPE.—On Friday evening, 18th ult., when Mrs Thomas, of Colomendy Farm,
Ysceifiog, and the servant boy were returning from Holywell market in a shandry (Figure 19), the horse
took fright a little between the village of Ysceifiog and Holywell. Some of the inhabitants of the village
heard a vehicle dashing along the road, and a woman screaming. They ran out of their houses but were
too late to be of any help. The horse, after passing the village about half-a-mile, had to go down a steep
hill which had a sharp turn, at which place everyone thought the shandry would be upset, and all feared
the consequences. It happened just as they expected. The horse galloped fearfully down this hilly road,
and at the sharp turn spoken of went headlong into the hedge, upset the shandry, and threw Mrs Thomas
and the boy out, but most fortunately they both escaped without serious injury. When the villagers
reached the spot, the horse was on his back quiet enough, having exhausted his strength. The shandry
was damaged, but the horse was not much hurt.’

(Flintshire Observer Mining Journal and General Advertiser for the Counties of Flint Denbigh; 1st May 1874; p.4).

Figure 19. A Shandry

(From: https://educalingo.com/en/dic-en/shandrydan)
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Appendix 5. Memorial Plaque in porch of St Mary’s Parish Church Ysgeifiog

To the neFu;nf ;

n{dﬂﬂ o 1.1
i;g%he me{'\!n! h.ln Lar -:Iuir:-]:lml¥
: 'Hnﬁ[..lfcﬂ'lf' a0 of Dect 17 4L

10 Aﬂenhngton near London

' no Hsue
dtuhu 2.“ wife E.itlza.he‘th

Surﬂv Daughter an
ot Williams C]umenrh of this Parifh Gent.

i .ffa : gratefull memory of-atender H
Eredred this Monument
There lies Interr«d clofe to ¥ South fide of VAlter
f@fﬂ‘lﬁw of the City of Cheiter GentAttorne
Who married to his .2 Wife the Widdow
of the above Trnatius Fox,
He was a fair Practitioner, a kind Hm’na.ml
" And a Sincere Fnend
ka&p&rN’dﬁﬂS Life the 58 ®of Odtober
1747.Aged 4
Lies Wd 2lfo the remains of
th Fluitt Relict of the above
Vho died May 16 ™ 1774

Aged 70 .

Figure 20. Memorial Plaque in porch of St Mary’s Parish Church Ysgeifiog
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Appendix 6. Heraldic Plaque in porch of St Mary’s Parish Church Ysgeifiog (next to plaque in Appendix 5)

The heraldic plague shown on the left below (Figure 21) consists of a boars’ head beneath a single chevron with
two further boars’ heads above it. To the right of these is a lion rampant. The plaque is affixed to the porch wall
of Ysgeifiog Parish Church and clearly has elements in common with the plasterwork in the main bedroom of
Colomendy, a photograph of which is also shown below (Figure 22).

The following account was given to V. Hay (current owner) by W.J.Twigg in January 1978, who viewed the house
and the plasterwork in the main bedroom. Of the small rectangle to the right of the plasterwork, below the ‘60’,
he wrote: ‘The coat of arms shows Peter Williams’ claim to descent from the noble families of Wales’. In his
written document he notes that the section he refers to as ‘A’, the three boars’ heads, ‘... is the coat of

Figure 21. Heraldic Plaque in porch of St Mary’s Figure 22. Detail from the plasterwork in the main bedroom of
Parish Church Ysgeifiog Colomendy

arms of Ednowain Bendew, Lord of Tegeingle in 1079, the 13" of the fifteen tribes of North Wales. A manuscript
deriving from some date between 1637 and 1665 gives under “descendants in the female line” the entry
“Williams of Clommendy”, Skeifiog”.

Of the lion rampant he says ‘The device ‘F’ is extremely difficult to trace. The lion rampant is a frequently used
device and, without colouring to help, it is almost impossible to “pin down”. (W.J.Twigg, Employed in Flintshire
Records Office; document in possession of the current house owner).
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Appendix 7. Portraits of Ignatius Fox and Elizabeth Fox

These portraits shown in Figures 23 and 24 appear in A Survey of Portraits in Welsh Houses Vol.1 by John
Steegman, 1957. They were possibly painted at the time of the marriage of Elizabeth Williams and Ignatius Fox
in 1729 - artist unknown. (Information from Hazel Formby, local historian in Ysgeifiog)

Figure 23. Ignatius Fox c.1729 Figure 24. Elizabeth Fox c.1729
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