
   Cynwyd   Scrapbook Three 
 

 
       

 
   
   Discovering Old Welsh Houses Group 
                                       Denbighshire Branch 

                           2018 
  



http://www.discoveringoldwelshhouses.co.uk/library/cat/catalogs/cynwyd-scrapbook/pdf/complete.pdf
http://www.discoveringoldwelshhouses.co.uk/library/cat/catalogs/cynwyd-scrapbook/pdf/complete.pdf
http://www.discoveringoldwelshhouses.co.uk/
mailto:leesjenny@gmail.com


http://discoveringoldwelshhouses.co.uk/
http://www.discoveringoldwelshhouses.co.uk/membership/index.b.html
mailto:zoehenderson123@btinternet.com
mailto:leesjenny@gmail.com










mailto:leesjenny@gmail.com
http://discoveringoldwelshhouses.co.uk/library/Hhistory/den%20004_HH_24_Ucheldref.pdf
http://discoveringoldwelshhouses.co.uk/library/Hhistory/den%20004_HH_24_Ucheldref.pdf
http://www.coflein.gov.uk/en/site/306597/details/gwerclas-moundthe-mount










13 
 

Wenn, Llangar, Yeoman mentions Diana Humphreys as Spinster. By 1838 
Siambrwen was still occupied by a John Humphreys and in the ownership 
of Griffith Howell Vaughan Esq of Rhug). 

Today the main house of Siamber Wen and adjacent cottage Siamber Wen 
Bach (previous page) form the home of Leonard Harrison, who has provided  
the following fascinating information about the buildings. It is not yet certain 
which parts are the oldest, but during replacement of the Siamber Wen lounge 
floor its original timbers, laid directly on the earth, were thought by a surveyor 
to be second hand timber dating from around 200 years ago. Interestingly, 
Len also says that, on opening a blocked off area to the right of a Siamber 
Wen chimney breast, remains were found of an extraordinarily narrow and 
awkward spiral staircase embedded into the wall! 

It is also possible that water power may have been used on a small scale at 
Siamber Wen Bach. Although there may not have been any strong flow of 
water, there is slight but inconclusive evidence for a small and very crude 
water wheel, powered and controlled from a reservoir at the top of the hill. A 
previous owner also told Len that he remembered butter being churned there 
by means of a horse gin - a mechanism in which a horse is harnessed to a 
wheel, and as it walks around gears engage and turn a drum. 

1. 1631 Jan 15th, XD2/1204 at Gwynedd Archives [N.L.W. Rug 1067]. 
2.  T. O. Jones (1975) O Ferwyn i Fynyddlod page 43  
3. Llythyrau John Lloyd page 102 National Library of Wales Journal 

http://welshjournals.llgc.org.uk/browse/viewpage/llgc-id:1277425/llgc-
id:1284002/llgc-id:1284106/get650 

4. Denbighshire archives at Ruthin (DD/GA/652) Galltfaenan Manuscripts 
5. The Drovers` Roads of Wales (1977) by Fay Godwin and Shirley 

Toulson, pp.125-28. 
6. Bachymbyd Records of Salusbury of Rhug, Bachymbyd and Pool Park, 

later the barons Bagot, 1243-1801: Number 576, 1615  

7. See DOHWG house history of Gwernbraichdwr (online by 2018-19) 
8. Bachymbyd record no. 646.1622, June 6:  
9. The Will of Gabriel Humffreys  can be read online (SA/1677/79) 

(Further details of my research on Fronguddio (formerly Bronguddio) and 
Siamber Wen can be obtained from leesjenny@gmail.com 

                                                                                      Jenny Lees 2018    

 

http://welshjournals.llgc.org.uk/browse/viewpage/llgc-id:1277425/llgc-id:1284002/llgc-id:1284106/get650
http://welshjournals.llgc.org.uk/browse/viewpage/llgc-id:1277425/llgc-id:1284002/llgc-id:1284106/get650
mailto:leesjenny@gmail.com
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                         Home Comforts at Hafod y calch  

It is fascinating to imagine how people might have lived in one`s home in times 
past, and my earliest evidence of life at Hafod1 comes from the 1758 Inventory2 
of Morris Edwards of Hafod, reproduced in its beautiful script below. 

    









http://discoveringoldwelshhouses.co.uk/library/Hhistory/den%20138_HH_26_Hafod-Y-Calch.pdf
http://discoveringoldwelshhouses.co.uk/library/Hhistory/den%20138_HH_26_Hafod-Y-Calch.pdf
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3. St Asaph Probate Records (SA/ 1765/740) Will and Bond of Margaret 
Jones, widow; Township Havod, Parish Llangar, Merioneth. Her burial is 
in Llangar Parish Records as Margaret Jones of Hafod, Widow - her 
earlier or maiden name rather than that of her first or second husbands. 

4. See The Lime Quarry at Hafod y Calch by Jenny Lees in Cynwyd 
Scrapbook One (2014), currently out of print but available online at 
http://www.discoveringoldwelshhouses.co.uk/library/cat/catalogs/cynwyd
-scrapbook//pdf/complete.pdf  
 

                
                 
                  Attic window at Hafod y calch (Jenny Lees) 
 

The Mysteries of Cymer by Jenny Lees (2014), also in Cynwyd Scrapbook One, 
may be of further interest as it considers the history of Hafod in relation to the 
neighbouring historic properties of Gwerclas and Plas Uchaf. 
   

                                                    Jenny Lees (2018)  

                        

 

 

 

 

http://www.discoveringoldwelshhouses.co.uk/library/cat/catalogs/cynwyd-scrapbook/pdf/complete.pdf
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In 1972 Rhug estate sold the house and buildings of Bryn Berllan to Alec and 
Jenny McGuiness, keeping the farmland with the estate, then Bryn Berllan was 
sold to myself, Anwen Lloyd6 and my husband Brian.  

                            
Mr and Mrs Roderick Owen, parents of Robert John (Image courtesy of Gwenan Roberts) 

We bought Bryn Berllan March 1999 as a rundown old farmhouse and 
adjoining barn conversion, with the intention of renovating it and turning it into 
a lovely home for our young family. Little did we realise that we would be 
living in a 16th century box framed farmhouse! There was little evidence of the 
old house left; the post and panelled walls in the kitchen and bedroom had been 
covered up and the roof trusses had been hidden by a ceiling. 

My earliest childhood memory of Bryn Berllan was as a dairy farm selling 
bottled milk around Cynwyd. Very many years later I thoroughly enjoyed 
researching the fascinating history of our home in collaboration with our 
Discovering Old Welsh Houses Group - though at times it was very frustrating 
trying to find how Bryn Berllan had come to belong to the Gwerclas estate! 

 

 

 





http://discoveringoldwelshhouses.co.uk/library-h/denbigh_abr_reports.html
http://discoveringoldwelshhouses.co.uk/library-h/denbigh_abr_reports.html
http://www.coflein.gov.uk/en/site/412071/details/brynberllan
http://discoveringoldwelshhouses.co.uk/library-h/denbigh_histories.html
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7. A.D.Carr : The Barons of Edeyrnion, 1282-1485, Part 1: Journal of the 
Merioneth Historical and Record Society Vol.4 (1963) pp187-93; Part 2 
in same journal 1964 Vol.4 p p289-99.  

8. Newborough collection (online): XD2/1244, 1532 Oct. 
 

 

        Bryn Berllan, Cynwyd, now home to Anwen and Brian Lloyd and their family   

 

                                                                                       Anwen Lloyd 2018 
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of Rug, and from 1662 Hearth Tax records,9 we know that a John Watkins paid 
tax for two hearths in the township of Gwnodl.                          

 
 Gwnodl Fawr in around 1900. From left, John Roberts and wife Elizabeth, daughter of 
William Lloyd and Catherine (p35 below). Image courtesy of Gwenan Roberts 

  

In October 1670 Blanche Wynne, wife of John Watkins, Gwnodl, was buried 
at Llangar, followed by the 1677 burial of Margaret Hughes of Gwnodl, wife 
of William Watkins , Gent. So presumably the William  Watkins described in 
the 1681 Llangar Notitiae10 as living with three servants, his old father and four 
children aged seven, five, four and three, was the widowed son of John? 
(Blanche (1673), John (1674), Katherine (1675), Elizabeth (1676) and Hugh 
Watkins (1677) were baptised at Llangar).  

After the burials in 1688 of a Robert Wynne, Gent, Gwnodl and of Margaret 
Price, wife of John Wynne, Gwnodl in 1689, the surname Lloyd  appears 
again when the 1703 Llangar Churchwardens`Accounts record payment of 3s 
31/2d from Mr Thomas Lloyd  for his land in Gwnodl. In 1801 John Lloyd of 
Gwnodle (St Asaph Probate Records SA/1801/13) left £100 to each of his 
children Peter, Thomas, Edward, Humphrey, Susannah and Margaret ; £5 
each to his siblings Kenrick and Margaret, and the rest of his Personal Estate, 
Goods and Chattels to his wife and executrix Ellin  
We know that the celebrated bard Peter Llwyd or Lloyd  (1765 to 1842) lived 
at Gwnodl Fawr1 and the 1830 Will  of Ellin  Lloyd  of Gwnodl (SA/1834/88, 
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proved 1834) shows that her eldest son and executor Peter inherited the residue 
of her personal Estate, Goods and Chattels.  
 

                
           Detail of Peter Llwyd`s bardic chair (Image courtesy of Gwenan Roberts) 
 
Son Thomas was left £80, a press cupboard, the bedstead and hangings in the 
room above the kitchen, and his mother`s share of the sheep called Swch sheep, 
while son Humphrey received £80 and five Oak Chairs. Son Edward gained 
£60, and his daughter Susan a cupboard in the kitchen with the initials SU on it. 
 
Ellin`s daughters married into nearby families, with daughter Margaret  (wife 
of Thomas Griffiths  of Colomendy) bequeathed £60 plus the cupboard in the 
kitchen with the initials KJ on it and one half of the Pewter dishes. Ellin`s 
granddaughter Ellin  Jones of Hafod Bleuddyn received £50 and grandsons 
John Lloyd  of Bodheulog, John Griffiths  of Colomendy and John Lloyd  of 
Penlan inherited £10 each, while granddaughters Ellin  (daughter of Edward) 
and Elizabeth (daughter of Humphrey) each received One feather bed.  
By the time of the 1838 Tithe Apportionment, Gwnodl fawr Buildings and 
Croft, with an area of 2acres 2r -17p, was owned by The Poor of Llanrhaidr but 
occupied by a Humphrey Lloyd , while an Edward Edwards occupied Gwnodl 
bach House and Field 

Seated outside Penlan Bach in the photograph below (courtesy of Gwenan 
Roberts) is Elizabeth Lloyd, originally from Gwnodl Fawr and daughter of 
Humphrey Ll oyd and Elizabeth Davies. The little girl is believed to be her 
granddaughter Lizzie, eldest sister of Jane Wynn Jones of Hendre. From the 
1854 Will  of Elizabeth Lloyd , Gwnodl fawr, we learn that her daughter 
Elizabeth, who inherited her mother`s side saddle and wearing apparel, was 
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married to Edward Rees13 of Penlan bach. Son John received the Featherbed, 
Bedstead and Bedclothes in which he usually sleeps together with the Press 
cupboard now stationed in his Bedroom and Elizabeth`s three sons and 
executors Peter, William  and Humphrey received the rest of her estate 

      
 
The 1884 Will  of William  Lloyd  of Gwnodl Fawr bequeathed to his wife 
Catherine Lloyd  £50 plus the furniture which she brought with her from 
Gwnodl bach - including an eight days Clock in Oak case, Oak Chest of 
drawers, dresser and Cupboard with glass Panel. Daughter Elizabeth received 
£50 and her maintenance; son Thomas £50 plus £10 towards apprenticing him, 
and son Humphrey William`s Silver Watch and Chain plus £10, with the 
remainder divided between sons Humphrey, William,  John, Hugh and Peter. 

Below are Mary Lloyd Roberts  and Elizabeth Jane in Peter Lloyd`s bardic 
chair. Their mother was Elizabeth, daughter of William Lloyd  and Catherine, 
who married John Roberts. (Image courtesy of Gwenan Roberts). 



http://www.coflein.gov.uk/en/site/24087/details/pont-y-capel-llangwm
http://europeana-journals.llgc.org.uk/browse/listissues/llgc-id:2919943
http://europeana-journals.llgc.org.uk/browse/listarticles/llgc-id:2919943/llgc-id:3001809
https://www.peoplescollection.wales/content/branas-ucha-%E2%80%93-house-history
https://www.peoplescollection.wales/content/branas-ucha-%E2%80%93-house-history
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Rhwng y Ddwy Afon (between the two rivers) seems to have been an old name 
for Glan Alwen, lying at the confluence of rivers Alwen and Dyfrdwy (Dee). 

 Hearth Tax records for Kymer and Llangar in 1662 do not give addresses, but 
show payment for two hearths by a David ap Gruffith , possibly for Glan 
Alwen? Also suggested 5 is that Edmund Meyrick`s payment for two hearths 
in 1665-6 might have been for Glan Alwen, but this could have been the tax for 
Hafod y calch as Edmund owned a gentry pew for Hafod in Llangar church. 

In 1668 (Denbighshire archives XD2/1216) William Salesbury of Rug and 
John Owen of Rug, clerk, leased Glan Alwen and lands in Kymer and Llangar 
to a Lewis Meyricke of Grayes Inne (Denbighshire archives XD2/1216). But 
by December 1683 the Will of Griffith  Davies, Glan- alwen 
(St. Asaph Probate Records, SA/1683/123) suggests that he himself was a 
landowner, with Messuages, Lands and Tenements in the Parish of Llansantfraid 
(later Glyndyfrdwy) as well as in the parishes of Llangar and Corwen.  

           
1949 map with the unnamed buildings of Glan Alwen just above Glanalwen Fords 

Griffith`s wife Margaret Roberts had been buried at Llangar in February of the 
same year, but he mentions his daughters Anne, Jane, Mary, Lowry, Alice and 
son David. He also makes provision for the maintenance of an unnamed 
granddaughter - was she the illegitimate daughter of his son David, as the 1683 
Bond of David ap Griffith of Glanalwen, deceased (SA/1683/124) mentions 






































